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BEN WADE 
CASSANO OF LONDON 
Since 1898 Since 1860 
Colindale, 
MAURO belie 


ARMELLINI 


Plugged and masculens, 
these heandcratted MedMerranean Briar 


pipes are tom quality at a 3 
reasonable price, Handmade 
in leah. 


KARL ERIK 
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Naturale, Mare and Luce 


Wade in italy, these cverzed, wet-cured 
Briar ppes offer a very oood amoke fiited 
with a lucite non-oxidizing mouthpiece 
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DESIGN BERLIN 
Handmade in Germany 





BRITANNLA 
Chesinut-lashioned of the fevest Greecian s 
Briar, different forma ol leaves ere handmade Since 1956 


Executive, Dodler 


on 8 meticated ground. Premier comes with 
silver spigot mounting and is avaiable in 
many elegant ariisilc & classical shapes. 
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NEW LaRocea Bella 







GREAT PIPE TOBACCOS 


Treat yourse4 to some of te most pemeler 
blends. Each is unique and expertly tinned to Pip—k COMPANY 


an ane Distributed by James Norman Ltd. 
800-525-5629 © jamesnormanitd.aol.com 


MERICA’S PREMIER 


Ferndown: Rach pipe is beautifully finished Caminetio: “La Pipa del Baffo" 
by hand in England. Handmade Caminetto pipes are the jewel of 
Ttaltan artistry 


Perndowns are treated with thetr own blend 
of oils to give the pipe that extra special taste. 
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Site fina: 
Exquisite grains. 
Artfully hand mode 

in Italy 





Jamesnornmanlid@acl.com +: SENS 25.46029 


CONTENTS SUMMER 2010 . VOL. 15, NO. 2 





10) Setting his own course 
lan Walker cralis Northern Briars pipes in 
his workshop, located ona boat that he 
shares with his wife. 


3() The last emperor 
Mee Morel hat been making pipes for 
four decades in Saint-Claude, France. 


26 Bold vision 
Bill Doherty has combined his lowe for 
pipes with his artistic mature to create bold 
and colorhul images that emphasize the 
ineauity of pipes. 


Ahead of the cure 

36 While others may be satisfied with the 
sla quo, Bob Winston, owner of Mayless 
Pipes, is constantly thinking of mew ways 
to better serve his cusboners. 


46 One of a kind 
hoy carver: working in Dieppe once 
crented the finest ivory pipes in Europe. 


REGULAR FEATURES 


4 FOETCRS DESK 


b NPE LINES 
33 MACK TO BASICS 
35 ADVERTISING INDEX 





54. CLASSIFIEDS ON THE COVER 
A colorful interpretation of an Ardor pipe 


[photo fy BL Daherry) 


World’ Greatest 
Pipe MaKeTS sa 


cape of Pipes Available Now At: 
WWW.SMOKINGPIPES.COM 


Ph: 888-306-0345 - info@smokingpipes.com 
wwwSmokingPipes.com -2 Last Hwy 90 -Little River, SC 29566 
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Pipes & Tobacco Magazine Winter 2006 


Lighter woes 


the last tine 1d pone Sor arches art security here in Kale 





hy, A. ry pine tighter 
was flaed in my pipe bag. It always i, They opened the bag and inbormbed me 





it was a torch lighter and waen'l permitted. | wee an Old Boy pipe lighter—which, rrdz 


AS Vou BEL 





Kut Security was shepthcal, so a supeervisor was calbect. 





Llpacd a 
Penis die ple 


When ie arrived | knew | waa in trouble—he was a supercilious, micuth-breathing, 
hinated garcovide who barely showed chown bo discainbully 1 © his proclamation 
that “only Bic lighters are allowecL.” [ offered to light it a a nsltrate ifs mon 
torchiness, but he was too important to listen to chattel like myself and was already 





Edits 





Ady late for his copomation. 





slrutting away, unde 
t that p 
gel detained of skulk back to the te inal to mail veur lighter home to yoursell. 
1, 1 Fecomimend skulking. 








Well, 





nt you feally have only two choices: cause a Comimatbon and 











Having experkenced be 
archy found my lighter. 
fake bt wilh you.” 


he time before that a security guy named M. Olig 











he aid. “That's a nice one Looks expensive. You can 
WWE On earth moet?” [ aiboec 
“Only cheap lighters are allowed,” ie sa 








1. 
ice dictate its travel safety?" 





¢ fhe hy Would @ lighters 
Ilcan th 











ow it away bor yoru.” 
“Thanks,” | salich. “I'll take it back bo my car.” 
The thie bebore that | was told that only matches were alk 





a Leth 





wed. “Biol they lifted 





the ban on lighters months ago,” | saic. They hadn't received that news, though, 
and | trudged back te the terminal and prepared myself for a five-day trip with no 





pe Lieiwner. 
| A 





On my way to the Chicage pipe show this year, thowgh, | hada plan. Cin behali 







al the pipe community at large | was determined, if only one time, to get a pipe 


lighter thrauet 





, (ust 
time to send it home.) ave ore that’s been 


iV scheenbe 
im Case Et wad corliscabed of | ran out ¢ 


. First, | wan't going to rk my favorkbe Cd 








quirky for years, even after sending it in for repalr. | figured if lended up losing it 








L weouldin't cry. 
Seciimd, | sic printed the regulations for lighters from the Transporathon 
SECLITLY hi ih mn webdite. Uhey couldn't possibly argue with their own 








website, | reas 
defined on my 


roh lighters are the only lighters banned, and they were well 
OW plac Washed me to of 





Inbotil, 30] was actually kine wher i n 





my pipe bag bor inspecthorn. 
“Chop * said Secuurbty. “A. liehiber. | 
If my ThA 


fee,” | Sabo, “orly te 


ant Bake i” 
<a afta takers ee peibaee ules on lighters. “AS you can 
rch lighters are hanmed amd this 4 mata t 








OLE 





ch.” 





Security scratched his head sind looked at the printout, turming it 40 degrees to 


ad) it. Then he called a supervisor, who booked 









See if that would help him underst 
Al the pubes. “OK” he said. “Show oie it's mot a torch.” 

une i ‘hee ahi din. Then again. Pim 

l tumed the flint wheel—nothing. Again. Then again. Fin 






at Le. 
Il fueds the butane outlet tube was bent. It aplutbered a litthe, as it sandy did, baat 
this time—ol ooume—it was stupemdously urcharacteristic. The thane shot out ab 


















A how af a three times 10s usual size, and the restricted auttlow of butane 
made a sound li he Satan e fies ing through an industrial acetylene 4 
quickly ticked the ld down. “It doesn't usually c i 








Tine torch. | 





+ Etat,” | savich. 





[he Supervisor, nodding SMmithely, Saba, “Sure books like a torch to 9 
“Fine. Keep 





iL Throw it away. You cam borture it bor all | care. | never want to 
$0 10 atalino” 
lowaeen't worried. [ had one ol those Blazer 5 


bag. SeCuriby newer catches tt 





haped lkthters in my camera 








“Imagine Winning An Ardor Venere Due Punti (2-Dot)” 


NOTHING SMOKES LIKE 


Cl ARDOR:> 


PRESTIGE*ELEGANCE*((UALITY 






(VF059) 






“The Why I Love My Ardor Pipe Contest” 


We would like to thank all of our loyal Ardor Pipe fans that have said that their Ardors 
are the best smoking pipes in their collection. It is this dedication thal has made Ardor one 
of the most desired pipes in the world and your passion to acquire these fine handmade 
pipes is most appreciated. In addition to this contest, because of the difficult economic 
times, we have decided to “hold prices” for the remainder of the year, We thank you for 
your kind support and wish you the best of luck with the contest. 


Contest Rules: State why you love your Ardor Pipe in 150 words or less and mail or e-mail 
to the address below. Include your favorite Ardor model, your name, address, phone 
number and e-mail address. You must be 21 years of age and all entries must be received 
by August 31, 2010. Winning entries will be determined by October 31, 2010 and will be 
published on our website. 


Grand Prize: A “Limited Edition” Ardor Venere Due Punti (2-Dot)Pipe. The winners 
name will be stamped on the pipe. (Retail Value: $1,200.00) 


Additional Prizes: Five (3) “Very Special” Ardor Pipes will be awarded to those entries 
that place second through sixth. 


Note: Above pipes are currently available. 





4" Monjure International USA 3814 Wesseck Dr., High Point, NC 27265-9371 
ee 3] (336) $89-2390 Fax: (336) 889-9437 E-mail: pipadolce@ aol.com 
f., Website: www.monjurcinternational.com 
Photography: J. Knight - Greensboro, WC 










rb on the golf course. After 
round, he smoked a nice-looking 
while we talked about how with 
a bit of luck here and there, our 
es Wwolld have been much lower. 
en | admired Joe's pipe and told 
him that | owned a few pipes | wanted. 
to sell, he graciously volunteered to 
‘evaluate them for me. 

Somewhere along the way Joe gave 
mea copy of Pipes aa! trbaccos, acu. 
as | read his and Tad Gage's tobacco 
teview columm, [ could not believe 
how littl: | knew about pipe tobacco. 

With Joe's personal guidance (he is 
a master at knowing what tobaccos | 
like), I have discovered that good pipe 
tobacco is worth the price, and find- 
ing the blend that’s right for me is an 
nae endeavor. 
: My plpes are now off the market, 
nd in preparation for the next issue of 
TF, 1 purchased a new dictionary to 
mist me with all the fancy words Joe 
Op cloquently uses in his column. 
Just for the record, although we are 
pipe buddies, we expect no mercy on 
the golf course and none is shown. 







(a Poul Helt 
| Towa City, fowa 


iq concerns 
45 4 former merchant marine officer 
and pipe smoker for more than 40) 
years, | wanted to address an issue | 
think has yet to be mentioned in your 
Magazine, which is the amount of air 
ee in whatever atmosphere 
the pipe alficionade is partaking of 
his favorite friar (or meerchaum, or 
graphite, of corn cob, ar... et al.) 

smokers assume are 

‘eer ars 


~ 


= —ee 


RESPOND 


partaking of their favorite pleasure in 
a toom of building with litthe or no 
air movement. But consider if you are 
on the deck of a ship with a 20-knot 
breeze blowing. That breeze will make 
your tohaceo burn ouch faster than 
you are wied to, with the resulting oll 
effects therenf. One quickly learns to 
pack the tehacce much tighter if one 
plans om smoking on deck, and the 
tightness of the packing should be 
increased in proportion to the wind 
velocity. 

Atone point in my career] bought a 
couple of those hinged cowers that can 
be placed over the bowl to reduce the 
effects of the wind {and prevent the 
ashes from blowing all over the place). 
These work the same as some of the 
Pipes produced im Switzerland (mo 
doubt to reduce the effects. of alpine 
winds! in which the cover is built in 
as part of the pipe. With a cover on 
the pipe, the tightness of the packing 
can be reduced, through experkence, to 
provide a pleasant smoke 

My main point is that in smoking a 
pipe, along with all the other consider- 
ations, one showd consider air mave- 
ment. If you are smoking outside on 
a windy day, the tehaeco meeds to be 
packed tighter than mormnal. If you're 
on the open deck of a ship in a 40- 
knot gale, it really needs to be packed 
tithtly. Well, OR. [nm a 4-knot gale, 
you might have to go inside to enjoy 
your pipe—otherwise your pipe, ard 
you, might be blown overboard. Hut 
the degree of tightness to which the 
tobaceo is packed should vary accord- 
ing to the air movement. 


Walter Jaffee 


El Cerrito, California 
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ry gratitude 
What a wonderful article on this 
[graphite] remarkable material for) 
making pipe bowl liners! | am grateful 
for the recognitions Messrs. Grimes 
and Belli gave tomy research inte the 
plpe and its use of pyrolytic graphite. 
One minor addition: Cleaning the: 
plpes, while exactly as described by 
authors when done quite soon 
amioking, is a treacherous busin 
if any cake is allowed to build at all 
Then the most important cauthonm i 
that under no circumstances should 
a pipe tool or knife or reamer be used | 
to remove the buildup. Scraping the — 
inside of the bowl with metal will 
almost certainly damage the graphite. | 
[tis better to use soap and water with a 
toothbrush to gently scrub away cake. | 
Thanks to these gentlemen for | 

encouraging plpemakers Lo experinvent 
with this material, | hope there will be 
more explorations into its characteris 
tics and benefits reported im Parl. 
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Billie W. Taylor H, Ph.D. 









hae challenging it is, esrieciallt in 
these smoker-hostile times. After the 
demise of the Los Angeles show and 
then the northern California show, 
it appeared that the difficulthes in 
the Golden State would make the | 
prospects for another show in the | 
Southwest highly doubtful. At club 
meetings, or whenever | talked to 

pipe-smoking friends, two cyte 
would always come up: “V 
we going to have another show?" 





PU Hat-about Las Weras?" 

ii theinber 2008, we received news 
thal rr pipe 
BOON er) because a sh 


now drought would 


ww Wad sched 





ed tn Las Veras for the weekend of 
Orel 31-Nov. 1 a] 


Gd Piestantiy surprised to learn that 





SURG. | was exci 








Marty PuIverS Would: team With Steve 
CF NeU to organize the event. Ive 


re a *. E 
KILO hig [or man} 





WeATS, abc 
there are quite a few af us with lonmd 
Memories of the successhul shows fhe 


in the San brancisoo area during 








the 180s. This would be Steve's | 





Miting a5 a pipe show organizer. | 


Spoke With him by pone shortly alter 





Crt ihe announcement By the end 





Cr canversathon, | semsed that tks 


cll Combined with Mlarty's invalu 





ahle experience shoukd teally give ws 


something to anticipate. The 2s 





West Coast Pipe Show would be held 





the same 





at the Palace Mation hot 





Veni Marty choke 20 years earkhes 
46 an Allemative to the anti-smoking 
Bi des In the Kay area 


Lintorunately, mot even Nevada 


cap py slators wha 





Was Lmmine 
[ralicl cal 





Wanted to perpetuate the 


SECON NAC AnboOke io advance thels 


anL-smokineg atenda, oo when Ste 





anid Marty betan their organizational 





elforts, it appeared that it would be a 
He 


islatars Uitted the casine sm 





ver, the le 





NGA ORAL ete 


a 














ths feetore thee 3 





a hey Ila 
Le nobel was unwilling? bo pewrle the 


[to allow smoking at the show 





we Al least had access to the Palace 





Alation casing as a smoking lounge. 


Show organizers did a greal job ol 





creating and maintaining & website 


thal proviched Upetabes on wha wo 





be partic And interviews wi 





i number of people in the pipe world 


the show would otter. A lew months 


which whetted our appetites for ww 





before i opemed came the news that 





all 1 tibit tables had sold! This 








would top the largest show we had in 
LAL, when the 1996 West Coast 
ti Cigar Expo hosted alsout 84) tabbes. 








fendecs began arriving af the 


Palace Station hotel on Friday, (het 


MUSIC CITY MARKETING, I 
Exclusive U.S. Distributor 









SUL Gy hai evening, many pape 








fed around the pe 
Palio areas. When the doors: opened 


Satiirday morning. Wf was cleae 





we Were in for deal treat! 
While tt wou 


tit every exhibit at the shaw, thw 





be impossible to 








difay Of pipes kpreacdl a 
fahletopa was dazzling and inched 


mew Hiph-irackes amd estate pipes. On 





“pee she, importer Dawid 


Feld brought Italian master pipemak 





O fecker, who displayect quite 8 





few lowely examples cl his latest work. 





Luigi Viprati had the largest display 


fe maker, filling four tables 





With a startling sebecthom Unat inch 


Pe Very creative designs in mis 





Gil So 





salvador Dali §eries. American makers 


were #lso well represented, including 


ID Swann, Who di played excelent 





craftsmanship under the erry VWhilte 


brand: joe Skoda. an 





YWwind Some Very 
creative and innovative pipe designs; 
Hil Jennings, who incorporates ant 
ler with briar to produce unique and 


aliractive pipes; jim Casoke, @ mame 









hi ‘Curl, ‘Tom Pfaefile four resident 

ill Ted Bark specialist), Charles 

“Schall, Mike Edborg and Marty Pulvers 

‘displayed more evtate pleces. Estate pipe 

“restoration was represented by Chance 
Whitamore and Steve (Neill. 

Retailers and online merchants abo 
added their mix. of high-wracde pipes, 
fohaceos and pipe accessories, These 
Inchided Lawdog's Pipes, James [sland 
Piper, ThebriarFipe.com, Tobacco Pipe 
Eeports, Ye Olde Mpe & Tobacco Shoppe, 
Ripe Trends and Tobacco Pipe Exports. 
Also among the retailer contingent was 
Crant’s Pipe Shop, am institution among 
Bay area pipe smokers for many years. 
Lacal retail presence was provided by 
Las Veras omoake shop Tobacco Town 
Cigars. Mac Barem Tobaoco had a clis- 
play that tnelucted a tehacoo bar, where 
attendees could sample a number of its 
tasty blends. 

On Saturday moming, guest speak- 
(ets addressed the show. Hol Swanson 


hosted a on pipemaking. joe 
Lankiord shared his knowledge on the 


art of tobacco bending. And Chance 
Whitamore discussed buying and selling 
pipes on eBay. 

The banquet followed the end of 
the first day's activithes, As we gathered 
in the banquet room, | was reminded 
why banquets offer a particular enjoy- 
ment—the opportunity te socialize with 
friends old and mew away from the 
shaw floor, After we finished our meals, 
quest speaker Rick Newoombe delivered 
a speech that offered thought(ul reflec- 
tiens on the pipe smoker's way oof life 
and what makes if so unique. (You can 
find the text of Rick's speech at www, 
perpwhiteplpes com, photespipesmake. 
imi) Because smokers are cometantly 
under assault everywhere, his articulate 
perspective in defense of pipe smoking 
is sorely needed. Then Steve (Neill pre- 
sented the awards for the show. The win- 
ner were Al Giosskopl for the Lifetinne 
Achievenrent Award, Bob Swanson for 
the Most Improved Pipemaker of 20009, 
‘Toxid folinson for Best pe in Show and. 
Paul Perri for Best Collecthor. 

4s with mest two-day pipe shows, 
Sunday saw decent atbendance through- 
out the morning, but [thee floor] started 
to empty by the afternoon a exhibitors 


Exposition in congratulating the hwo newest reciplents of the respected Dr. 


¥ We would like to jolm the Chicagoland International Pipe and Tobacciana 


of Pipes Award, conferred on May 1 of this year to collector Fred Hanna and 
Alan Schwartz of AYZ Direct. Both gentlemen are enthusiasts with decades of 
\ participation in our fine hobby and are well deserving of this recognition. 


Doctor of Pipes Award 
Industry Hobby 

; 1998 — Tom Dunn | Frank Burla — 
1eoq shah Levin basil Sulliv an 
S001 Bis Hamiin Rich ‘Tapert 
“202 Mary! MacMiel: Chuck Rio 
2003 Peter Stokkebye Linwood Hines 
2004. David Field “Ben Rapaport 
S005 Mike Butera Rick Newcombe 
2006 = Marty Pulvers Mike Reschke 
SW? Shisat McCranie Frederico Bay! lander 
209 William oN Ashton Taylor 

‘ B10 Alan Schwartz 
“SE. 5s 











weekend ended, we could all reflect on 

4 great experience—one that was woeth 

repeating and growing. | 
There were about 300 people who 

vidited the show. Considering factors | 

such as the bad economy, the event | 


had te begin their telps hee: Ag % 


being held on Halloween weekend, and. 
no smoking in the exhibit area, this 
Wat a food result for a fest show 
Congratulations to Steve aind Marty, aut 
their team of volunteers, for putting t 
such a well-organized event under diffl- 
cult circumstances. Rick Newcombe was 
sufficiently impressed by thelrefforts to 
co-<ponsor the 2010 show. Now that the 
2010 show & scheduled for Wow. 6-7 and 
the Palace Station hebel will allow amak- 
lng at the show, the upcoming ecithon 
should be even better! 













Making a difference er 
Much has-been written about the fac 
that pipe smoking is a dying art. 1 don 


———— — 


f which can be chalked up to the 
nd misguided anti-smoking hys- 
Jeria currently sweeping the Western 
qworld. However, this is not a rant about 
bacce-hating health-nics, the nanny- 
of the loss of ome more freedom. 
owe used to take for granted. It is about 
“the love of pipes, pipe smoking and one 
posible suggestion that could slow the 
decline of our hobby and, at a grass 
tots level, might turn it arcumel. 
realize that there are many of you 
Who already contribute in so many ways 
as copywriters, editors and publishers. 
There ore those whe take the time to 
faithfully write the articles and books 
we 50 love to read, There are those who 
struggle to keep brick-and-mortar pipe 
stores open and Web sites afloat. There 
are these who work tirelessly behind 
the scenes ta promote and conduct 
pipe shows. And let's not forget the 
plpemakers and tobacco blenders who 
ative for perfection. Without all these 
and many others, there would 
. na inobibry: But what can the average 
ply pipe smoker do to help? 
Two of the benefits | get from smok- 


ing a pipe are the sense of serene 


telaxation and, on occasion, profound. 
Sontemplation, Last spring | was smok- 
a pipe and | began to wonder abet 


share the positive benefits and plea- 
sures of pipe smoking. [t 4 well known 
- that many people are reluctant to start 
isa ee ofa mew hobby only because 
oftheir fear of the unknown. | thought 
that if | coukd find a way to pass along 
sone basic inbomtation, such as what 
to look for when buying a pipe and 
how to smoke it, this might encourage 
some to jump in to eur bobby or to 
renew their interest. 

The solution | came up with was 
“to put on a series of monthly semi- 
Nats on pipes and tobacco. And rather 
than give a stern lecture from above, | 


discussion where en the not basic 
questions would be taken seriously. At 
the wery least, could provide an oppor 


tunity for novice pipe smokers to learn 


a litte and to actually enjoy thelr first 
bowls of tobacco. 

Lorganized my thoughts in ag intor- 
mative and entertaining way and-came 
up with the following topics: a very 
brief history of pipes and tobacco, mak- 
ing a briar pipe, buying a pipe and what 
to look for, how to smoke and clean a 
pipe, building a collection and joining 
4 pipe smoking clih. | fleshed out each 
topic, initially as a way Lo trigger my 
THenbory ak we went along, but | scan 
realized that my Guiline would make a 
food handout. A comprehendye appen- 
dix includes subjects such as: 1. The Pipe 


Collectors (mide by Richard Hacker; 2. 


A chart of Standard Pipe Shapes by 
Bill Burney (both gentlemen are given 
credit); 3. A diagram of the parts of 
a pipe; 4. Examples of several major 
pipemakers and thelr pipe grades; 5. 
Pipemakers and their second labels; 6 

A list of tobacco companies and blends 
to try (which I started years ago and add 
to all the time); 7. A list of websltes of 
pipe dealers and tobacco companies; 8. 
A list of all the local pipe and tobacco 
stores, indicating features such as the 
availability of new and estate pipes, 
tleaning and repalr amd the size of their 
tobacco selections. The last page of my 
handout isa list of books that are sug- 
gested reading and includes the contact 
information for Pipes avid trlescoos aun 
The Pipe Collector, both of which | con- 
aider to be essential reading. 

An excellent pipe and tobacco store 
in St. Paul, Minn., called The Cobden 
Leaf hosts our local pipe club meeting 
on the thind Sunday of every manth, so 
it seemed logical that the seminar could 
be held there an the second Sunday. 
Those who wished to return the follow- 
ing week would: be invited to attend 
a meeting. Golden Leaf was not only 
amenable to this bul encouraging. Its 
staff posted advertisements on its web- 
site and | printed up flyers to be passed 
aut to interested parties at its St. Paul 
and Minneapolis locations. 


Ge uacer up ach GE the Het | 


‘two. A couple of employees of Golden 


Leaf also attended to brush up on 
their pipe and tobacco knowledge. 
and several club members stopped by 
and contributed to. the conversation. 
And, as | recall, Golden Leaf sold sev- 
eral pipes and some tobacoo. The third 
month began to conflict with football 
season and numbers were down, 
we have suspended the seminars ui 
March, ' 
Have I stemmed the tide of pipe : 
smokers leaving the brotherhood of the 
briar? No. Have | created a stampede to 
our hobby? Certainly not. However, 1 


am having a lot of fun meeting some 


interesting characters, and | proved 
to myself that one person can make 
a small difference. Hopefully, in 20, 

we'll see an increase in participation. 

This letter was not written to say, 
“Hey, look what I amt doing,” but 
rather, “Look what you can do.” All 
you need is a location (which is get- 
ting harder te find), a litte advertising 
and a willingness to pass along a [litle 
pipe knowledge. Give someone mew 
an opportunity to discover both the 
joy of leaming about our fascinating 
hobby and the happiness smoking a 
pipe gives each one of us. 


Afatt Boarnsesa 


Cyberspace 


Kudos P&T 


[ wanted to take the time to co 


pratulate PRT magazine on an ee | 


tionally good Spring 2000 issue. | 
especially enjoyed the 19405-19505 
nostalgic articke about Martin Kane, 
private detective. Can we have mare of 
these sort of features in future editions 
of P&T? Equally entertaining and also 
educational was the article by Dale 
Harrison on “The top 10 things fw 

Vd never ‘leamed" about pipe smal 

ing.” Another great issue! 





BY STEPHEN A. ROSS 


Setting his own 


course 


In perhaps the world’s most unusual pipe workshop, 
Northern Briars’ lan Walker crafts traditional English pipes 


At the Industrial Revolution’s dawn 
in the early lath century in Britain, 
manulactuters sought quicker and 
safer ways to transport their bur- 
geoning supplies of goods to more 
markets. With very few exceptions, 
the road networks of the ime were 
unsuitable for transporting large 
amounts of goods aboard heavy 
wagons—little had changed since 





0) 


medieval times, they often turned 
inte deep, muddy quagmires when- 
ever it ralmed, and there was always 
the threat of highwaymen hijacking 
the shipments. 

These early industrialists, 
led by pottery manufacturers in 
Staffordshire who sought a means to 
reduce damage to thelr shipments 
due to the bumpy road traffic, set- 


tled on developing a vast network of 
canals that would commect Britain's 
major industrial centers to thelr 
major markets. By the middle of 
the 19th century, the network grew 
to more than 4.000 miles of canals, 
including locks and tunnels, weav- 
ing their way in all directions across 
England, Scotland and Wales. The 
avetem proved long-lived, pemain- 
ing the best way to transport goods 
and services until a compatable rail- 
toad network could be built and the 
invention of the automobile made 
toad transport more economical. 
Still, during World Wars | and i, 
ihe canals enjoyed a brief come- 
back: however, after World Ware Ul, 
they were largely forgotten and fell 
inte disrepalr. 

In the 1440s, the British gov- 
emment established the British 
Waterways Corp. to maintain the 
nation’s canals and river metworks, 
According to official government 
publications, half of the United 
Kingdom's population lives within 
five miles of the country’s more 
than 2,000 miles of still-existing 
canals. By the 1960s, the canal net- 
work had become a saurce of cultur- 
al pride ta many Britons, and much 


of the waterways became sources 
of relaxation of exercise. The tow- 
paths that run alongside most of 
the canals have become walking and 
biking trails, and leisurely cruising 
on the canals has become a popular 
escape from the pressures of modern 
life. 

And then there are people like 
lan and Catriona Walker, who 
enjoyed their leisure cruises on 
canals so much that they eventually 
exchanged thelr land-based home 
for ad home aboard a narrow boat— 
the traditional watercraft used on 
the canals that typically measure no 
more than 70 feet long by seven feet 
wide by seven feet tall. The Walkers 
typically meander through the 
English countryside aboard the vea- 
sel, christened the N& Sable, which 
aerves not only as their hame but 
alsa as lan's pipe workshop, where 
Northern Briars pipes are made. 

The marrow boat is docked at 
Middlewich, in the heart of Cheshire, 
along a section of the Trent & Mersey 
Canal, which runs approximately 93 
miles from the River Trent in the 
East Midlands to the River Mersey 
in Lancashire. The Walkers’ hame 
is a colorful and tidy-locking cealt, 
painted to resemble the traditional 
boats used on the canals. The bot- 
tom portion of the boat is painted 
black while the upper half features 
an almost British Racing Green exte- 
flor, except at the stern, which 
features a billboard of sorts reading 
“LD. & C. Walker Middlewich.“ The 
rool of the craft is painted red with 
twa black smoke stacks—one at the 
vessel’s cemter and the other near its 
atern—jutting out. The front of the 
boat and its rudder are painted red, 
yellow, blue and white. 

Entry inside the boat is gained 
through a door and small ladder 
located just behind lan's workshop. 
Even though the boat is meored 
and the water is calm, getting inside 
requires some concentration for the 
uninitiated. Having successfully 
boarded the boal, ome must then 
navigate down the steps, mindful 
of bumping a head against the low 
ceiling. 

Once Inside, the interior is 
warm against the chilly and damp 





November air and features more 
apace than would be expected by 
only viewing the boat from the 
oulside. Like in an RV, wisely using 
the space available ie a top priority, 
which the Walkers have managed. 
Aga whale, the boat features all the 
amenities ane would expect in any 
hane. 

The Walkers are a friendly cou- 
fle, and as anyone who has had 
the fortune to have met them at a 
pipe show knows, they have vibrant 
senses of humor. lam’s speech is 
frequently punctuated with small 
chuckles as he comments on the 
irony of certain situations, recalls 


funny stories from his years im pipe- 
making and repair or makes a self- 
effacing remark. Catriona laughs 
heartily aver some of the slight 
differences between English used in 
ihe United Kingdom and that used 
in the United States, and the comfu- 
alon over biscults (cookies), crispe 
(potato chips) and chips (friesi. 
Over tea and biscuits in their 
den, the Walkets explain that, after 
4 cruise to Wales in the spring, 
they've mostly been docked at 
Middlewich since May because 
demand for Northern Eriars pipes 
and lan's pipe repair service has 
been so great that they haven't had 


time to enjoy a cruise, with the 
exception of thelr annual event in 
Audiam, on the Shropshire Union 
Canal in Shropshire, with the John 
Hollandsworth Pipe Club. 

“We have a picnic on the tow 
path,” lan explains. “! do repairs 
while they cook on a camp stove 
for a barbecue. We then have a pipe 
amoking contest. | secure the tobac- 
co fram local shops and the anly 
requirements are that competitors 
use a Northern Briars plpe—what- 
ever you like, straight or bent and 
no matter the size because everyone 
got three grams of tobacee." 

“We always have the event on 











a Sunday in August,” Catriona 
explains, “Audlam ls such a beautiful 
little village and everyone has such 
a nice time. And they're always ask- 
ing if we cruise while lan works." 

“| could make some lovely free- 
hands iff did, but [dd alee lose most 
al my fingers,” lan replies, chuck- 
ling. 

A pipemaker and repairman for 
almost 40) years, lan has so far for 
tunately managed to keep all af his 
fingers and can turn out interest- 
ing pipes despite being moored to 
the pier. Ian's grandfather, George, 
began working for Duncan Briars in 
Manchester in 1922. Ay 1958, George 


had become the head foreman for 
production at Duncan Eriars but 
left to establish his own company, 
Northern Briars Pipe Repair Service, 
with his son, Peter. 

Shartly after finishing school in 
1972, lan joined the family busi- 
ness, mot because he harbored an 
intense desire to follow his father 
and grandfather, but because there 
were few jobs available. While the 
decision to join the family business 
may have been a practical one al 
the time, lan sav it's one he doesn't 
reeret. 

“lt's very rewarding making 
jamething that you know people 
will enjoy for a long time,” he says. 
“Llowe fo create unusual shapes, but 
carving a pipe that has beautiful 
Straight grain is even better, Being 
my own boss isa big bonus too." 

Beginning as am apprentice, 
lan performed all the menial tasks 
around the shop—sweeping floors 
and making tea. Gnily after a period 
of several months was he allowed to 
polish pipes. After hours, lan visited 
his grandfather's workshop, where 
Georme taught him how to make 
allver bands from sheet silver. 

“| really learned the trade back- 
wards,” lan comments. “| learned 
ihe polishing and finishing first 
and, after | had mastered those 
skills, | learned the other steps. My 
first full-on pipe was only done 
after watching my father and grand- 
father make pipes and after 1 had 
apent years doing pipe repair,” lan 
explains. “It was from trial and error. 
The very first pipe | made was a 
Canadian. When it was in the chuck 
and | turned it originally, | only saw 
4 littl bit of the pipe. | made a nice 
bowl and after | had finished | took 
it out of the chuck and noticed that 
it was all out of proportion. lt was 
very tall—like a stacked Canadian. | 
realized then that you had to adjust 
your pipemaking to allow for what 
you couldn't see.” 

lan continued to make the occa- 
slonal pipe while mainly doing pipe 
repairs. His grandfather died in 
1977, and his father bought a tobac- 
co shop in Heaton Moor in 1983, 
leaving lan as the only employee al 
Northern Belars. He became one of 


the best pipe repairmen in the Uk. 
but he wasn't satisfied—he wanted 
to become a specialist pipemaker as 
well, concentrating on producing 
handmade pipes. 

At first, he made pipes exclu- 
sively for his father's shop, but 
as his skills improved, more shop 
owners asked him to make pipes for 
them, and Marthern Briars became 
known as more than a pipe repair 
businesi—it alao pained renown for 
making affordable and finely craft- 
ed pipes, specializing in traditional 
English shapes. 

While the rest of the NB Salle may 
be more spacious than one would 
expect, lan’s workshop is under- 
slandably cramped but also very 
well organized. He jokes that when 
he started in the business hie shared 
a 24-foot by 12-foot work space with 
his father, grandfather and three 
lathes, but when he bought the boat 
in 1997, his workshop shrank to 11 
feet by 7 feet, in which he some- 
how Manages ta ft pipes waiting 
for repair, aging beiar, ebonite and 
Cumberland pods, stains and the 
same two lathes, which lan's grand- 
father acquired from Duncan Briars 
when he left. 

A pipe repairman as well as a 
pipemaker, lam believes that he has 
several advantages over these who 
only do pipemaking. 

“l gee a lot of different pipes, 
which helps my creativity because 
you occasionally see something 
really nice and then learn how to 
do it,” he explains. “There was once 
4 big Bonfiglioll that needed repate. 
The pipe was huge but the shank 
was very small that it looked out 
of sors, but alter measuring ii | 
learned that it was proportional, so | 
fet about learning how to do that." 

And there's another advantage 
to being an able pipe repaleman. 
Anyone involved in a creative 
endeavor has their good days and 
bad days. Whenever he's feeling 
uninspired about making pipes, lan 
can always do repalr work, ensur- 
ing that there's a steady source of 
income and providing a needed 
change of pace. 

“AL the moment I’m enjoying 
my jab so when | wake up in the 





morming I'm ready to make pipes,” 
he explains. “But when | doa have 
that feeling | turn to pipe repairs. 
| have seven bins of pipe repairs, 
a0 Tl be busy for a while. When | 
make pipes, there is some order to 
it. When I'm repairing pipes there's 
na set job—each one is different. 
When | do one for too long | wish 
[were doing the other. It’s good to 
break the monotony.” 

Rather than make one complete 
pipe at a time, lan prefers to make 


pipes by stages—turming bowls on 
ome day, cutting mouthpieces the 
next—so that he finishes a hatch 
ofa dozen or 40 pipes at a time. 
When he's at his best rhythm, Jan 
estimates that a day's work would 
equate to four finished pipes. In 
2008, he made approximately 300 
pipes. In 2009, he made roughly 
450. He estimates that he will make 
cloee to 400 pipes in S010. 

“Things have really started tak- 
ing off since | started visiting pipe 


shows in the U.K. and elsewhere,” 
lan faye. “By LOSS, [ was going to 
all the English shows. | made the 
pipes for the British Mpe Smoking 
Championship in 2005, and a year 
later | went to the Chicago Pipe 
Show and the Dortmund Trade and 
Tobacco Show. 
world out there, which | had only 
2006. Now my pipes 
are sold in the ULS., U.K., Camada, 
China, 
Germany and Spain.” 


Theres a whole 
discovered in 
Finland, 


laiwan, Japan, 


While he's increasing the number 
of pipes he makes each year, Jan 





insists that his production numbers 


Will remain relatively small—miak- 
ing more pipes means there will 
be leas time to explore Britain via 
canal, and increasing production 
too much might harm the quality 
Of Kis pipes. 

“While making more pipes a year 
is nice, the most important thing 
is to continue to improve,” lan 
explaing. “I'd rather make 400 mice 
pipes a vear instead of S00 a year and 
maybe there are 100 dadgy anes. My 
goal is to maintain Northern Briars’ 
reputation for making complete- 


ly handcrafted traditional English 
pipe: using the best-quality materi- 
als and expanding that reputation 
worldwide.” 

lan secures his briar exclusive- 
ly from Romeo Briar im ltaly and 
allows It to age approximately 12 
months before using. Because of the 
limited space, lan stores some of his 
belar on board the boat, and then 
jome more inside his car. Selecting 
a piece of briar, he studies it for a 
little bit before determining the best 
shape that it will most likely yield, 
then roughly draws a sketch onto 
the winced, 

“| like to draw pictures on the 
wood and if everything goes right 


iL COMES OU oS planned, te S04, 
chuckling. 

Pacing the block inte a chuck on 
the lathe, lan flips the power awitch 
on and the lathe comes to life, emit- 
ting a slow and rhythmic chugging 
jound. He picks up a knife and 
begins to cut away the wood. 

“Barry [Jones from James Upshall 
and Charatan fame] told me to 
always do the tobacco chamber first, 
but | like to get rid of the exoes- 
sive wood around what will be the 
shank first,” lan says loudly over the 
sound of the lathe. 

Once the excess wood is VOre, 
lan adjusts the block in the chuck 
to drill) the tobacco chamber and 
air hole. Making a few exploratory 
thrusts with the knife, lan starts 
making the tobacco chamber, Several 
time: throughout the process he 
sets the knife down and then sticks 
4 finger inte the chamber to check 
its depth and diameter. Satisfied, he 
completes the process before rotat- 
ing the block to make the alr hole. 
Using three different diameter bits, 
lan drills the air hole before They ie 
to the sanding disc. Beginning with 
Ml-grit sandpaper, the pipe Jan is 
making—a billiard—begins to take 
shape. 

With deft hands, lan works the 
pipe from all angles while telling a 
alory. 

“When tl went to pipe club meet- 
ings in London | sometimes col- 
laborated in making a pipe with Bill 
Ashton-Taylor,” he begins. “There 
was a collector from Michigan there 


and we made a pipe for him. We 
joked and said he was probably the 
first person who had two pipenak- 
ers from twe completely different. 
companies make a single pipe for 
him. While we were working on 
that pipe | noticed that Bill worked 
al the top of the wheel and | work at 
the bottom. He laughed at me and 
told me that | was doing it wrong 
and [ joked that he was doing it 
wrang. Lt just comes down ta how 
you were taught.” 

Finishing the bowl’s rough shape 
on the wheel, lan then selects a black 
piece of Ebonite rod from which he 
will create the mouthpiece. As a 
pipe repairman, he has pre-molded 
mouthpieces, but every pipe made 
by him features a made-from-scratch 
hand-cut mouthpiece, made from 
either Ebonite or Cumberland. 

“l use German and Italian pre- 
molded vulcanite mouthpieces for 
repair,” he explains. “They are of 
top quality but there's only so much 
you can do with them, so [ like to 
hand-cut my meuthpieces, which 
my grandfather taught me while my 
father was away on holiday. He teld 
me to do the sides first because it 
helps you get the limes parallel and 
get the shape, then you work on the 
top and the battom. One of the big- 
gest Improvements | have made is 
to better integrate the mouthpiece 
with the briar so 1 create a more 
uniform shape." 

After the mouthpiece is com- 
pleted, lan joins it together with the 
briar and begins the finishing steps, 
using increasingly finer sandpaper 
and checking the pipe between each 
atep for flaws im the wood. lan has 
two basic finishes—smooth amd rus- 
ticated, which he calls “Roxtut." 
The pipes are graded into three 
basic categories—Regal, Bruyure and 
Premier. 

“Tegal Rowtlut is a dark rusticated 
pipe, while Premier RoxCut are rusti- 
cated pipes with light stain. Bruyere 
Regal pipes typically feature a ceosa- 
grain smooth finish, though there 
can also be steaight-grain examples 
with some pits im the wood. Bruyere 
Premiere pipes have clean finishes 
with good straight grain. They're all 
made in classic English shapes, and 


then there are the larger pipes." 
The pipes are stamped “Northern 


Eriars,” “Handmade in England," 
the grade and the last twa digits 
af the year of manufacture. If it's 
a fusticated pipe, it also features 
a “Roxlut” stamp. fan also has 
stamps made for some of the spe- 
clal pipes he makes, such as “Sea 
Urchin” for his Sea Urchin shape; 
“ELA" for the extra-large pipes 
he makes; “Magnum” for his very 
large pipes: “Churchwarden” for his 
Churchwardens; “Hawkbill*® for his 
Hawkbills; and “Stlver* for the pipes 
that feature some silver work, 
While he’s been making a living 
45 4 pipemaker and repairman for 
almost 40 years, lan recognizes that 
there's still room for improvement. 
He remarks that he's pleased his 
hand-cul mouthpieces have become 
better and he admits that he'd like 
to improve his fustication meth- 
od and maybe learn how to use a 
few more finishing techniques. And 
then there's the ultimate improve- 
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ment—learning how some carvers 
can make thin and delicate shanks 
that are no wider than a pencil. 

“l need to occasionally put a day 
aside to experiment,” he says. “I'l 
learn how to make those beautiful 
thin shanks one of these days." 

And hopefully, he'll alsa find 
more opportunities toe slip the Ne 
Salle from its moorings and explore 
more of the ULK.’s waterways and 
natural beauty—just so long as he 
remembers not to make pipes while 
the boat is in motion. PAT 


Northern Briar pipes are available at 


the Fipe Rack (www. thepiperack.com), 
The Briary (www. tieirlary cary}, 
(www plpest=smake, 


Jamesistardpiper.conmt). im the U.5., 
lan and Catriona also regularly 
attend the Columbus, Chicago 


and Richmond pipe shows, where 


Northern Briars pipes are also avail- 


able for sale. 
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Pierre Morel has spent four decades making pipes tn the birth- 
place of the briar pipe 


Whenever | have a question about 
some long-sone, obscure French 
pipe brand or the manufacturer 
hiding behind yet another new 
label, I get in touch with him. If a 
lees experienced colleague hasn't 
aoclue how to execute a curved 


drill in the complex bent shape a 
customer has commissioned, he 
fives him a call. When a Parisian 
repairman is scratching his head 
in puzzlement, wondering how to 
mstore the intricate ornamental 
inlay on an antique swan meck, 


he sends the precious pipe over 
to him. In case Chacom needs to 
produce 1,000 year pipes in record 
time, he dows the job. When the 
members of a French pipe club 
don't manage to agree on the 


shape of their club pipe and in the 





end come up with the crazy idea 
of finding a pipemaker willing to 
carve 70 different ones in flawless 
briar with a natural finish, and 
to do this for a song, they turn 
to him. It's a given that in the 
French pipe scene Pierre Morel is 
indispensable and inescapable. He 
is the last remaining giant of the 
glorious Saint-Claude pipemak- 
ers’ tradition. If this highly skilled 
artisan had been born in Italy, 
Scandinavia, Germany, Japan or 
the United States instead of in 
France, with its factory-dominated 
pipe industry that leaves hardly 
any room for personal fame and 
Teputation, without any doubt 
Morel would have reached the sta- 
tus of star carver. 

There are quite a few stories 
about the discovery of briar as the 
definitive material for pipemak- 
ing. Though they're probably all 
legends rather than trustworthy 





Teports, they have one factual ele- 
ment in common: The very first 
briar pipe was carved on French 
soil, Consequently, from around 
18350 on, France rapidly became 
the undisputed motherland of 
the pipe made from bruyvere. What 
might seem less obvious, how- 
ever, is why the center at the new 
pipe industry was mot situated 
in Corsica, or some other coastal 
region of Mediterranean France 
where briar could be harvested, 
but in some insignificant prowin- 
cial town isolated in the middle of 
the Jura mountain ridges. And yet, 
the reason is simple and prosaic: 
for generations Saint-Claude had 
been famous for its woodturn- 
ing. Almost the entire town had 
been making a living from the 
production of rosaries and wood- 
en holy figures. But, due to the 
secularization that followed the 
French Revolution, the market for 


paraphemalia of Catholic devo- 
tion slowly started to shrink, and 
arqund the time the outstanding 
smoking properties of briar were 
established, the woodworkers of 
Saint-Claude were desperately in 
need of new merchandise. Add to 
this that in those days the Jurassic 
town was also famous for its horn 
objects, in particular its horn pipe 
stems, and it suddenly becomes 
understandable why the freshly 
born briar pipe was to be produced 
several hundreds of miles away 
from the Mediterranean. 

At the peak of its success story, 
Saint-Claude was bulging with 
family-owned businesses that pro- 
duced millions of pipes year after 
year. Those were the days when 
the town proudly and deservedly 
proclaimed itself the pipe capital 
of the world. Although for sev- 
eral decades it had lost forever 
its monopoly, this pipe paradise 
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stamped indelibly an Morel's mvenvory: 
“Together with Sixten | made a pipe in 
the back room of his shop. I've always 
kept it. Cbserviing him as he was work- 
ing was. a real eye-opener” 

In January 1976, Morel made the 
decishon to establish hiimeelf ag an 
independent artisan. He soom found, 
however, that the existence of a French 
pipemaker is in no way comparable to 
that of his Scandinavian colleagues. 
No glory, no high-grade prices, mo 
distributors. “When | wae an artisan, 
lwat producing around 100 pipes a 
month. | would slave in my waork- 
shop for three weeks in a row, and 
the last week of the month | would 
hit the road to try te sell my pipes. 
| wat hardly ever at home. Even on 
Sundays | was busy in my workshop. | 
didn't have a family life anymore, and 
| didn't see MY VOUNGESD Son grow Lp. 
| had to make a change.” That's why 
in March 1988, Morel accepted a jal 
offer from the Chapuls-Comey group 
and became the leading master pipe- 
maker af the Chacom brand. While 
continuing to commercialize a timited 
number of handmade pipes under his 
own name, Morel dedicated almost 22 
years A his career to Chacom, until he 
retired at age @0 in December 20009, 

Thirty thousand! That's the stagger- 
lng number of pipes that Pierre Morel 
has hand made over four decades. 
liegarding his retirement, Morel says, 
“I've always worked to put bread on 
the table and to finance my pas- 
shon, which is motocress, so lve often 
accepted jobs that weren't exactly sat- 





istying. Now that I'm retired, | want 
to enjoy myself and to please people. 
1 still own a big pile of briar blecks, 
and I'm not going to be buried with 


them, that’s for sure." That's why 
Morel continues to make pipes for a 
few French shops and why lately he 
has accepted quite a nurmber of special 
commissions. Moreover, he's planning 
to launch his own commercial Web 
site this year. 

| had been wamed. According to 
my sources, Morel was not exactly a 
charming personality. | was told he's 
a Mianthropic hermit who avoids 
people and prefers the company of 
his dogs, which he takes for endless 
walks through the Jura forests. Since 
| have made his acquaintance, | can’t 
deny that he is a colorful character. 
But instead of am unsoclable and grim 
recluse, | discovered am outspoken 
individualist who expresses his opin- 
ions without the politically correct 
diplomacy and woollness we've grown 
accustomed to, and whose grumpy 
and corosive sense of humor can 
be, at limes, merciless. Besides, Morel 
proves to be acledicated adherent of a 
Burgundian lifestyle: He lowes to talk 
food, to comment on the great wines 
and single malt whiskies he thorough- 
ly enjoys, and to sing the praise of 
the complex Virginia flakes and virile 
Latakia blends that really satisfy him 

When | ctart to ask questions about 
the Saint-(laude pipe world, Morel Is 
unstoppabbe: He replies to the point, 
reminisces about the old days, shares 
anecdotes, views and judgments, 





quotes facts and figures, comments on 
rumos. He's a walking encyclopedia 
of Salnt-Claude pipemaking, and he 
clearly and proudly defines himself 
as a child of the 16f-yvear-old teacl- 
tion: “I have established my work- 
shop in the suburbs of Saint-Clawde. 
| stamp “Saint-Claude'” on my pipes, 
l wie tools that have been manufac- 
tured here and | claim to be a real 
Sanclaudian, even if tor a pipemaker 
working today, this might mot exactly 
work a6 a gales pitch.” 

This pledge of allegiance to the 
flag of his native town doesn't pre- 
vent him in the least from being 
objective, nor from expressing bit- 
ter criticism. Though he is convinced 
that the French pipe industry scill has 
a future, he freely admits that today 
Saint-Claude has become a shadow 
of itself. He also recognizes that the 
French manufacturers made a histori 
cal blunder by failing to market thelr 
topeclass series as Valid alternatives for 
the prestigious English brands. 

Moreover, he regrets that, comn- 
trary to the recognizable styles of, for 
instance, Danish or Japanese pipees, 
French pipes suffer from a rather anon- 
ynous, middile-ol-the road image. | ask 
him if this could be the reason why in 
the pipe-related online boards, brands 
like Stanwell ar Peterson seem to have 
numerous die-hard fans, while hardly 
anyone ever proclaims his love of 
brands like Bute-Chegquin or Chacom, 
Morel becomes visibly enraged when 
he anawers: “The owners of the Saint. 
Claude factories are to blame They 
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cess, Morel firmly reluses to amswer. 
“Tm sorry, but | won't wet inte that. 
| get a bit wpset each time | read 
about some of those new, offen part- 
time pipemakers who take pride upon 
the fact it takes them three days to 
produce a billiard. These days, so it 
seems, the slower you work and the 
more time you spend on insignificant 
details, the more vou are taken serl- 
ously and given respect. | simply don't 
and wen't work like that. I'm sorry, but 
Ident work with a Swiss pocketknife 
and a mall file. During the whole of 
my career, I've invested a lot of money 
in toms and machinery in order te 
produce rapidby without compromis- 
ing the quality. Today my workshop 
is equipped with 20) machines, each of 
them specially designed to perform a 
speecific task. After 40 years of expeeri- 
ence | have become at efficient as | can 
he, and lam proud of the rapidity with 
which | work. This allows me to charge 
democratic prices for my pipes. Amd 
it's true: the retail prices of a typical 
Morel vary from 2100 to £300. When 
it comes to value, that's hard te beat." 

Morel uses plateaux and ehauchons 
from different origins: lialy, Corsica, 
Spain and Morocco. Last year, om the 
verge of his retirement, he purchased 
200 briar blocks. Morel’s wood slowly 
cures at constant temperature and iin 
a gentle draught. He's convinced that 
the grain structure has an influence on 
the smoking properties of a pipe—he 
prefers grain that isn't too tightly 
spaced—but he immediately adds that 
the diameter and the proper execution 
of the airway are even more important 
in obtaining a pipe that performs well. 
Since Morel brings that up, | make 
another attempt to talk technique—te 
no avail. “You know my pipes smoke 
well and produce a good taste. That's 
all that counts.” Morel len't boasting. 
| never owned a Morel that didn’t 
smoke effortlessly of that didn’t do 
justice ta the blend smoldering away 
in tts bowl. Por his personal pipes, the 
artigan has. a preference for brindle, 
but in the brick and mortar stores, 
you'll find Morel pipes with Lucite 
stems as well as with Cumberland ard 
ehonite anes made from German pod. 
“Liually my Ebonite and brindle bits 
are around 4 mim thick and the Lucite 
ones approximately 4.2 mm, but if 


you onder a pipe, you can get the exact 
thickness you like, because | do beliewe 
that in order to get a pipe that is really 
comfortable, it needs to be adapted to 
your dentition.” 

What's hit take on fills? “L adenit 
without any problem that some of 
my cheapest Pipes: can contain up to 
three minuscule fills. t's simply a real- 
ity of life: in France most customers 
prefer aamooth pipe with a couple of 
inconspicuous fills over a fusticated 
or a blasted ome. | must confess that 
I myself am not a big fan of blasted 
pipes, though recently | have started to 
appreciate the well-defined, deep blasts 
| discover on the Internet. From time 
to time | will rosticate some pipes, but 
for me nothing beats the beauty of a 
well-grained anmooth pipe, ewpecially in 
a natural finish. Of course, this kind of 
Morel is guaranteed to be free of fills.” 

Thowth he can deliver pipes with 
a milrrorlike shine, this tradithomalist 
favors finishes with a satin glow that 
age beautifully and remain remark- 
ably stable and maintenance-tree. 
Moat Morel pipes are rather sober 
Variations on traditional AngioFrench 
themes and can be adorned with exat- 
ic woods, ham, silver or even Chinese 
lacquer. This tendency toward classl- 
chim doen't keep him from coming 
up from. time to time with a wild free- 
hand or a haroquely turned stem ina 
bright color. 

Morel does not prade his pipes, 


though thelr nomenclature can con- 
tain an indication of the grain quality, 
such as “Straight @rain” Alot his pipes 
are signed “Mierme Morel" Moat, but 
not all, are stamped “Saint-(laude* 
and on some of them one can read 
“hand made” of “falt main.” Mind 
you, the absence of this kind of men- 
tion an a Morel does mot mean that it 
wat made from a stumimel and a blank. 
When ached about the apparent lack of 
uniformity in his nomenclature, Morel 
candidly replies, “lo stamp my pipes 
according ta the mead ['na in." 

Since these pipes aren't distributed 
in Noth America, US. pipe smokers 
wishing to purchase a Morel can con- 
tact the plpemaker at purtureitetree (7 
or wait for the launch of the artisan’s 
website. Currenth Morel's work is 
alan available at two Prench Internet 
shops: We compagiiedespipes cov,’ 
accel and wwe pipe fr eetigqeney 
litte napus. 

lf the demanding father who 
taught his son to strive for beauty 
and perfect smokeability without 
wasting time in the workshop could 
see today his son's body af werk, 
read all the words of praise on the 
French pipe boards, or be aware 
et the guasi-imperial status Marel 
enjoys in the French pipe universe, 
he would have to acknowledge that 
the student ended up surpassing the 
master, And you can bet om this: He 
would be prowd. PET 





Bold vision 


Combining a love for pipes with a dedication to photography 


The plotes that accompany this article ape 
bolder and brighter than you're probabhy 
accusbomedt to. They're stylized beyorrd i 
nom, and deliberately so. Miatog 

Tall Doherty likes bo concentrate on oui 
sirang aspects of a pipe and emphasize 
them with oolor, focus ard texture, 

“ve been interested in photography 
my whole life,” he says. He's a soft-spoken 
but outgoing and iiendhy man whe laughs. 
often and has a self-deprecating sense of 
humor. “l was fascinated with cameras a 
a kid, and when J was 13 of 14 my father 
got me a used eiss [kon Combessa 35 mm 
camera.” Fram that point on he almost 
always had a cumera with him. He was a 
school photographer beth in junior high 
and high school “lL went to college and 
majored in desien, minored in. art, bet | also 
took a bet of photography classes. | learned 
to process film, print color, print black and 
white. | was in the entertalmment busines 
for 15 years, and between gigs | worked 
with a lot of pheobaxgrapliers.” 

His art background propelled him 
into becoming an assiztant meccbel bulld- 
ef, a set builder amd a pteota assistant. 
“Photography has been a heobty, a love, 
my whobe life. lt never oocurred to me to 
hecome a professional photographer. | just 
always dict it." 

Doherty grew up with a pipe-smoking 
father, oo he was well accustomed to pipes. 
“| probably knew how to pack and light a 
pipe long before | ever tried bo smoke one. 
My brother as well—we both grew up with 
pipes; | bought oy first pipe in college. like 
everybody che. Growing up, pipes weren't 
a hobby, they weren't a collection My dad 
didn’) have a collection, no one hac a ool 
lection. A pipe was a simple tool that was. 
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just there. You saw people smoking them 
on the street and didn't think anything of 
it. That's part of what inspired me to do 
this photography peoject." 

Doherty first became aware of pipe 
smoking as a hobby in the 19906 when he 
slarbed dahbling on thee Inbemet, He started 
hearing about people collecting high-grade 
pipes, pipes that were art forms in them 
selves. “Still, Id never seen anybody cel- 
ehrate the pipe in art. fd seen plenty of 
pipe smokers celebrate pipes, famous pipe 
smokers and some pipes included im great 
artwork, but mever wilh a oomoentration on 
the pipes themselves.” 

These photographs do not represent 
Doherty's first sopounn into pipe-related art 
forms For a couple of years he was quite 
succesful with making acrylic pipe tam- 
pers. “I lowed doing the tampers; | made 
more than 200 the first year. That's why 
1 had to step doing it. 1 ooukin't charge 
encugh ancl it was killing me; every night 
and weekend | was making tamupers—l'd 
get big anders in, and every single waking 
moment | wasn't doing something foe 
work | was making tapers, and it just gout 
overwhelming. | could raise the price up tc 
where they would stop selling. but | dbcin't 
feel right about that” So lve found! himeelf 
phasing out the tamper manulacturing. 
Still, his artisthe character ared lowe for pipes 
required some sot of creative outlet, and 
photography was second nature to bin. 

Doherty's photography offen explores 
subjects in a series. He's done series photos 
of handguns, watches and antique cars. 
“lve dome some real abstract photoagraphy 
with Photoshop amd stained glass and | 
have a whole stained glass serks—they’ve 
actually sold very well—t sell them to gal- 
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leties, Bew's Fine Art (weanbenyinantan 
in Raleigh, BOC, carries them.” 

Pipes seemed to be a matural subject for 
him. “I started photographing pipes as we 
see them in our visual world, representing 
them. And then | got the ides bo try te 
abstract some of the emotions from then. 
Obviously Pim doing it right now through 
colar for the most part, and I'm going to 
continue doing that because I'm not dane 
exploring that yet: I've just starbed booking 
at what | can abstract out of them. That's 
the whole idea. | realized that ['d net seen 
anyone do that before. It's nota matter of 
lt being gone or bad; [1 cic it until mn satis- 
fied that I"ve booked as far as can." 

His representations ane not carcdon~— 
he thinks carefully about how best to 
render an image of a parthoudar pipe. “Take 
the Alberto Benfigioll image, for exunmuple. 
Twe met him. He's got a big robust per 
somaliby and he makes big pobust pipes. 
So that magenta color sa big robust color 
amd | shot it so that the bowl Jooks hig and 
| honestly chose one with a whibe shem 
because the white reminds me of the maz 
nifying spectacles that he constantly wears. 
With other pipes maybe the grain caught 
me and | wanted to explore amd expboit the 
ataln, to bring the viewers’ attention bo the 
atain. On other photos in the series it oculd 
be the texture of the pipe that interested 
me, 30 | manipulated the image in sch 
a way a6 fo make the texture stand out. 
Sonvedhing ike thee Don (Carkes aingle nobe, 
I's aot a miosical symbol on it that’s a bye 
cal pipe. When | think of music 1 think of 
Jimmy Hendrix's Purple Hace, sc bt had to 
be purple. [t's a musical color. The Dunhill 
Ted Bark | tried to cho almost ke a sketch, 
avery straightionward sketch. Gunbill is so 


respectahle anc has a lone tradition: f did 
that in deference to bts heritage." 

Doherty is curenth exploring pipes 
mainly through color, though not onky 
color The way he emphasizes: different 
details is important. “Sone of the pipes are 
sharp in detail, some are more cartoonish. 
Sante are more applled blocks of color, but 
there's more bo be exp ‘ 

So each pipe ib handled differently on 
i own imerits, though the backgrounds 
mainiain a neutral gray. “That was a very 
deliberate deckion from the beginning: 
that the pipe was going to be the onky 
thing in the photo, because it's all about 
that pipe, not about somebody 
it or hobding oe It's not about the environ- 
ment that the smoker & in—l didn't want 
anything distracting from the pipe.” 
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Asa student of art, Doherty noted great 
wotks lin which pipes play a park Pablo 
Picasso painted many pieces with pipes. 
“Tut these paintings are really about the 
peqple in the pictures; the pipe just hap 
pens to be there. I'm also very mindful of 
Tene Magritte, the French surrealist, the 
guy who painted The Treachery of Longges. 
That's really the onby famous painting 
that really is the image of a pipe as far as | 
know. But the subjeot is txt the pipe—the 
subject 6 the art establishment he's mock- 
ing. So thee painting 6 not about the pipe; 
it even says, “This b nota pipe.’ So] wasn't 
trying to copy Magritte with the mmeutral 
heckgrownd. His ia statement on the art 
establishment.” 

Pipes are art in themselves and Doheny 
caphures their form, fumction and crafts 
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manship in a unique way. “Like any other 
art object, you can be moved by many 
aipechs of it om many different levels. 
Wihen you couple that with what pipes in 
Reneral Mean to te as a peson—happy 
chikthood memories, an era | grew up in 
that's gone—they represent a bot of our 
liberties that have been fost when you 
comsider the perecution of tobacco users. 
6s in general have a bot more mean 
to me than just as smoking objects.” [ol 


Bill Doherty's website is wee. 
phottlogicdesigncon: 13-inch by %- 
inch prints of his pipe photes ane 
available exclusively through Low 
Country Pipe & Cigar lin Linde River, 
South Carolina (near Myrtle Beach), 
BAW.S 14.7473, wav annking ni pes cove. 


au 














i 
| Le | 

rio j 

Hl fii (i (it 7 

tan Pipi Tub ie 


if) grants 







Daughters & 1 Ryaw, Inc. 


ROWLAND | Premiunr Pipe Tobacco 
Premiam Pipe Tob 
w 40 gram 





Enjoy our excellent variety 
of 10 styles and ?%blends 


- 


VENGE| 
Premiom Pipe Tw) 


£0 er: 








Contact us toll free to 
lots ij a retailer near you. 


—= 366-942- 7364 


www, ip. xy 


‘4 if 


Back to basics 
Exploring the Orientals 


BY DALE HARRISON 


Exotic Oriental tobaccos are earthy yet elegant, and despite 


their popularity they remain an enigma to many 


Hegant, enticing and epicurean, yet 
possessing an earthy essence, there bi 
likely no class of leat more exothc amd 
exquisite than the Orientals. At the 
same time, there is perhaps ne tobacco 
that is nvore enigmatic and eseperic than 
these leawes of the Near East—and of the 
Middle East and even Eumope. 

The enigma surrounding the Oriental 
classification of tobacons begins with 
hadic geography. In its simplest sense, 
the Orient refers to the Eastern world, 
which hardly helps pinpoint the origin 
of Oriental tobacco. The leaves that 
will ultimately grace the blends we call 
Oriental are grown iin a nunber of coan- 
tries that spam across geographic amd 
political decirnations. Many Criertals 
are actually harvested and prepared in 
Greece, Which is located on the south- 
em tip of the Balkan lMeninsula. Any 
geographer would say this is umequivo- 
cally southeast Europe, amd the comfu- 
slon doesn’t stop there. Most pollti- 
cal scientists would classify Greece a 
a western European country—aind still 
ather might claim, at certain times in 
world history, it has been more closely 
assocbated culturally and politically with 
the Middle Eawt 
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Net only is the Oriental moniker 
imprecise, it is, frankly, a misnomer. 
In fact, the best geographic descrip 
ter for these tohaooos would probably 
be Mdedlieninean, because most coun 
tries that cultivate the leaves ane situ- 
ated on or in the Mediterranean Sea. 
Even mare precise might be sartieasd 
Meaiterrariecnt. 


A conspicuous component of 
tobacco blends 

Despite its geographical, political and 
cultural ambiguity, the presence of 
Oriental tehacca & unmistakably con- 
spicuious when it shows. up in a blend. 
Whether iin its original, sun-cured, pris- 
tine form of after it hay been infused 
with pungent and abundant smoke ard 
transformed to Latakia, Chiental leaf 
anneaunces itself with robust resolve. It 
takes a very small proportion of these 
pure Orbental to have a proncunced 
effect on a pouch aroma, flavor ard 
foom pobe. Because of the robust mature 
ol these prized leaves, blends featur- 
ing pristine Oriental that have been 
suncured only (as opposed to Latakial 
often contain ai low as 4 percent of the 
Oriental leat, though it can eo as high as 
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40-34 peroertt if the leaf is of the highest 
quailty. Blends incorporating Latakia, 
on the other hand, offer inchode plenti- 
ful portions of the sun- amd smoke-cured 
leal, sometimes exceeding 3) percert. 
Comell & Biehl's da Vinci is ane such 
blend, upping the dark-leafed Latakia’s 
share of the tin to 74 percent. The use 
of aun-cured only Orientals is gaining 
In popularity among some blenders ard 
deserves ample attention, but the first 
Introduction of many pipe smokers to 
the Orientals is Latakia. The heavy expo- 
sure of Latakia to the smvoke of wood 
fires, stoked typically with aak and pine, 
has a pronounced effect on the leat. 

“Latakia has a smoky, weody tasbe 
that is very unique,” saya Tom Young, 
manager ol Edward's Tobacco Shep in 
Englewood, Golo. “Just a litthe bit of it, 
and you cam pick it out of the blend" 
Latakla has a distinet, warm and invit- 
ing flavor and room mote, says Young. 
“It brings back memories of camplires— 
it has that campfire smell” 

There's no mistaking the room mabe 
of a blend that is heavily laced with 
Latakla. New anvokers who are unfamiliar 
with the leat may be taken aback at first, 
and many spouses have been known to 


object fervently ta the pungent apomas 
It produces, a4 Erik Stokkehye af Villiger 
Stokkebye Internathonal in Charlotte, 
SLC, points out 

“The room mote may depict a strong 
Blend because it's 40 inbemue, but it’s real- 
ly not that strong. li's a relatively mild 
smoke, and a new smoker should try it 
oul,” anys Stokkebye. “A pipe smoker's 
wile may not like it, but he sheubd give 
it a shot because he probably will, lt has 
asmoky aroma, but it's a relatively mild 
leaf." The appearance of Latakia also 
stands out. “The Oriental leaf is a very 
short beat and kind of brittle, and when 
it is smoke cured, the beaf tums almcst 
100) percent black.” 

Latakia, lke most Orientals, if manved 
for a specific city or region. Although 
its apeciftic birthplace is difficult to pin- 
paint, the practice of produciog tt widely 
first took toot in Syria, and it is manved 
for that country’s principal port city. 


Balkan, Turkish or English? 
Cyprian or Syrian? 

Depending on one's tastes, a pipe amok- 
er may be drawn more toward blends 
heavy in Latakla or relatively lighe in the 
jet-bdack tobacco. Generally speaking, 
blends that feature Latakia on the light 
side are comiidered English blends, while 





Regional map of Oriental bobacce production, provided by McClelland Tobacco C 


those heavy with the smoked tobacco 
fall into a category many call Balkan or 
Turkish. The Balkan Peningula ib hone 
to Chiental-producing powerhouses, 
including Greece and ‘Thrace—which is 
the portion of Turkey om the European 
side of the Bosporus and Dardanelles 
Straits that enclose the Sea of Marmara. 

A journey from the Drardanelles 
Straits, south and then eact on the 
Mediterranean Sea, will follow the 
southern border of the Athan side of 
Turkey and will lead ultimately to the 
two met celebrated spots for Latakia, 
the idland of Cypews and its neighbor to 
the east, Syria. Which variety of Latakla 
ik the most flavorful rests on the palate 
of the individual pipe smoker, but a 
preference for one over the other can be 
quite pronounced. Craig Tarler, presi- 
dent of Commell & Diehl in Morganton, 
NUCL, says ie has a strong preference 
for the Syrian varbety. “Syrian Latakia 
haa a solber taste amd a richer tasbe 
than Cyprian does," he says. “It's just 
outstanding, and it has a litth: soookber 
tach.” 

Unfortunately for fans of the Syrian 
strain, it is becoming exceedingly cifti- 
cult to aeguire, as it has in other periods 
al time. When Carl Ehowa’s enduring 
book titled Vie Boot of Mpes & Tolnacor 






wat published in 1074, Syria was “no 
longer (producing) Latakia. Production 
wat suspended because the supplies of 
native wood were being depleted.” That 
opened the door for Cyprus to cdeominate 
the export market for this sought-alter 
leaf. And the door is opened once again 
aé Syrian Latakia appear to be sliding 
back into obscurity, in part, because of 
the labor-intensive methods required by 
double curing, first with sun then with 
smcke Cron wowed fires. “The cost of the 
whole affair of smoke-curing is becom- 
ing prohibitive.” says Stokkebye. “A bot 
of farmers don't think they can recover 
the coat of all that labor te cure it." 
And the import side of the formula in 
the United States was further hampered 
when the Syrian shortage hit close to 
hove for Tatler. The tobacco warehouse 
he shans with O.L Pease, which con- 
tained all their Syrian Latakia, burned to 
the ground in Movember 2004. Herween 
GComel & OCiehl and GL. Pease, 31 
different blends that relied on Syrian 
Latakia could no longer be produced. 
While Syrian Latakia seems to be 
gone, Mctlelland Tohacos was more 
fortunate. “Cur understanding from our 
source that buys for us-over there." says 
Mary MeNiel, “is that Syrian Latakia 
production is at an end for the foresee- 


| 


able fliture. We were fortunate in that we doubled cur orber 
back im 20+ after President Bush threatened an embargo 
against Syria, and that we had mowed our Syrian to our own 
tiorage facility two weeks before the fire that affected other 
companies. Thanks to our good supply of Sytian Latakia, we 
have 12 blends using the Syrian Latakia mow,” 


Pure Oriental blends ascending in prominence 

A couple years after the fire, by chance, Tarler encountered 
fresh, pristine leaves of sum-cured lamir tobacco im a ware- 
heuse in North Carolina. “There wat an open 440+pound box 
ol (lzmir) in the aisle, and | had a pipe in my pocket,” recalls 
Tatler. “| grabbed a leaf and prt it in my pipe amd started 


ios amvoking it. As soon as | started enmoking it, | stopped, nurmed 


around and asked, ‘How much of this do you haves” 
lt! = Tarler was struck by the modest pet distinctive favor of 
a zr 


_ 
= 


a 


7 ee lamir and immediately saw iis potential as a featured “condi- 
ment” in Comell & Diehl blends. “What | found was a middle 
af the road Oriental—an interesting condiment—that adds 
just a little bit to a regular blend,” he says. Ewer since he clis- 
covered lzmiir, Tarler has spiced up countless Comell & Diehl 
recipes with the leaf, aech as Bed Carpet. Tarker's “chvefery,” a 
he calls it, of cooking up new blends with Lanir is an ongoing 
endeavor. Comell & Diehl is unveiling a mew Line of tebac- 
cos this year named in honor of historical Advican-American 
soldiers. The trad of original blends includes Bulfalo Soldier, 
Tuskegee Airman and Montiord Marine, two of which feanure 
his new Oriental favorite, lamir—and all of which sport the 
company's characteristically flamboyant artwork on thelr 
labels. 

The Lemir moniker, of coune. comes from the Turkish 
city by that name, which is on the Aegean coast. But to 
add to the complexities of the very rich subject of Oriental 
tobacoos, the city of Lemir was once called Smyrna, and the 
modem versbon of this faverful leaf can be found under both 
names. McClelland Tobacoo Co. of Ransas City, Mo, prefers 
the Siva signature for this coastal delicacy and describes 
Smyrna leaves as “the most aromatic of all the (irbentals," 
which “grow dense and extremely fragrant in this dry country 
moistened by Meciterranean Sea breezes." 

Mary MecNiel, predident of McClelland, has gone to great 
lengths to share the extraordinarily rich hivtory and practices 
aumronding the Orientals with pipe smokers. The company's 
Smvina No. | feature: a whole tebacos leal at the top of the 
tin to exhibit firsthand its delicate size and the labor-intensive 
Blp-Ciuiing process. Each petite leaf is strung carefully by hard 
and hung up to air cure. a process revealed by a tiny hole 
that is visible in the leaf at the top of the tin. The fact that an 
entire tobaceo leaf fits easily in the tin is Wlominating. These 
tiny leaves typically reach less than 2 inches long when ripe 
for the picking—minute by comparigon to iis counterparts in 
the Western world. As MeNiel points out, “An Aumverican bea! 
frown In rich oil can peach a yard jong," when harvested. 


Endangered leaves—and downright dangerous 
work 

Not only is the harvesting of Smyrna and other strains 
labor intensive, MicMeil’s research into mumercas varieties of 
Oriental in preparation for ralling out MoClelland’s hixury 





line called Grand Oriental was extrace- 
dinarily exhaustive—and even dan- 
genous. She launched her search with 
extentive research through US. contact. 
and tebaces dleabers in the 1970s. When 
she wat a young adult, just 18, Michiels 
father died, and she eventually lost con- 
tact with her paternal relatives living in 
Greece. In 1986, spurred both by a deep 
deine bo recomimect with ber father's side 
of the farnily and a thirst to lear first- 
hand about Gviental tobacco, Mechiel 
decided to travel to Greece. At the time, 
pure, unblended Orientals from Greece 
were extraordinarily difficult ws acquire. 
“| discovered that they couldn't sell the 
Individual varbetals aft that tine,” ale 
recalls, “They had to be blended due 
lo povermment regulations that weren't 
felaxed until around the thiwe that we 
were able to purchase them individu- 
ally for [the Grand Orientals] project,” 
which would be roughly two decades 
later. 

Notonly were specific Oriental leaves. 
difficult to come by, but also there wii 
an issue of personal sabety for Americans 
traveling in that part of the world in 
198o. The United States had launched 
an alr strike on Libya, on the oppesite 
side of the Mediterranean Sea from 
Greece, shortly before MecNiel's over- 
seas. joumey. Libyan leader Muammar 
Gaddali clainmved the U.S. bombing raid 
killed his adopted daughter. To say times 
were tense would be an understatement. 
When MeNiel reached the airport in 
Athens, Greece, her plame was forced to 
park on the tarmac and passengers had 
to walk through rows of armed puarcds 
to reach the terminal building. When 
hicNiel journeyed to Salenica by plane, 
there were more “armed guards with 
guns and bayonets.” ahe recounts. “It 
was really quite menacing. That was a 
tough time and quite an advemture." 

But Michel's resolve sind persistence 
never wavered, and today, MotClellamd 
hat been able to secure individual vari- 
etles of several Chrientals for tte Crag 
Onfentals. Back in Englewood, Colo, 
Tom Young at Edwards Pipe Shap 
says they are among the most refined 
Oriental blends available—onmes that 
demand a pipe smoker's undivided 
attention te truly enjoy. “Mottelland 
Grind Orientals are delicate. | amnoke 
them when | can really enjoy them, 
when I'm sitting at home concemtrat- 


ing only an anvoking. [t's a very cbeli- 
cate smoke, and you need to be paying 
attention to pick up the flawors,” says 
Young. “Not a lot of companies have 
the patience to seek cul each indi- 
Vidual strain and treat each strain the 
way it needs to be treated—that's to 
McClelland’s credit. I'm impressed by 
what they've done.” When he’s mot 
able to concentrate on his smoking, 
Young says he enjoys the sturdiness of 
Robert Motonnell's blend The Original 
Oriental. “Ut's a litthe more British ard 
a littl more ‘im your face’ and full 
feodied. It’s towgh enough to stand the 
abuse of amoking while you're working 
and don't have to pay attention bo your 
smoking too closely." 

“ict lelland’s 30-year quest,” as they 
tout it, netted eight superior blends 
that feature the individual varietals 
under the Grand Orientals mane. Each 
af the tins is adorned with a life-sized 
photo on the label of the partioular leat 
that is featured. The array of sephisti- 
cated blends includes Agonya, Drama, 
Katerini, Samsun, Sokhoum, Smyrna 
and Yenidje. 

“Yenidje is known as the queen of 
tabacoo,” says McNiel. “The Yenldje, 
along with the Drama, those two are the 
very finest in taste. They are the sweet- 
est. Historically, that area of Greece— 
north of the Aegean Sea im the region of 
Greece over toward Turkey, Macedonia 
and ‘Thrace—has been the prime area 
for the most primed varieties of Oriental 
tobacess grown." 

Tenidje & featured in two of the 
blends: Yenidje Highlander with 
Latakia and Yenidje Supreme without. 
Pans of Metleland matured Virginias 
are Jikely to recognize Drama, which 
is a key ingredient in No. 24. The 
Grand Oriental version, named Oram 
Reserve, is almost certain to please the 
palate of these who enjoy MoChelland 
No. 24. 

Same of the time-honered practices 
invalved in cultivating and curing the 
finest Orientals have given way to more 
advanced and less exacting precesses, 
theugh meticulous hand-harvesting 
remains the standard for these prized 
leaves because of their delicate sins. The 
mest coveted pristine individual variet- 
jes fram the best growing areas, like 
those wed in the Grand Oriental, along 
with the popular Syrian Latakia, can be 
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quite difficult to obtain, nearky impos 
sible at thines—and no ome knows when 
those mes will come and go. Michiel 
says there has never been a better tinve 
to explote the tich, yet gentle flavors of 
these exquisite leaves, each unique in is. 
cuen WA. 

“I'm afraid many of the lest 
Oriental are endangered,” she saya. “It 
is very labor-intensive bo grow and age 
these leaves. They are hand-picked Like 
Virginias as they ripen. To get a semse of 
the labor to do that, it helps to realize 
that an acre of Oviental tohacoo may 
prodoce two million leaves as opposed 
to maybe 1O0.000 flue-cured Virginia 
leaves. Bot they are still using most of 
these labor-intensive practioes, so now 
ié the time to try them." [eT 
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BY STEPHEN A. ROSS 


Ahead of the curve 


While others may be satisfied with the status quo, Bob Winstotr ts 
constantly thinking of new ways to better serve his customers 


In 19¢8, Bob Winston had an epiph- 
arly. 

“Tt was obvious ta me that com- 
sumer were beginning to embrace 
the Internet not only for information 
and entertainment but for shopping 
too,” Winston explaing, “You don't 
have to be a big plaver to see con- 
sumer behavior changing. The treed 


Se egett to right: 


| saw in retail shopping was similar 
to what we witnessed in the fast-food 
restaurant industry im the 19706 In 
1970, only one fast-food restaurant 
altered a drive-thru window. Can you 
guess which one? Jack in the Box! 
An industry mewsletter reported that 
more than 50 perceni of Jack in ihe 
Box's business was done via drive-thru 


and Doug 





windows. You can bet that from that 
point an there wasn't a McDonald's, 
Wendy's or other fast-food restaurant 
built without a drive-thri window, 
The ones that already existed were 
reconfigured to include drive-thru 
windows and those that couldn't were 
choged.* 

The moment came at a seminar on 
ecommerce during the 1998 Tobacco 
Association of America conference at 
the Kea Lani Hotel In Wailea, Maui, 
Hawall At the end af the conference 
Winston, the owner of the Tinder box 
in Metairie, La., and the New Orleans 
Cigar Co., rushed back to his stores 
and started making plans to launch his 
first website, Payless Cigars. Though 
he admits he didn’t even know how to 
turn 4 computer on back then, he was 
certain that his talented staff could 
handle the commitments necessary to 
Make it a success. 

“You have to stay ahead of ile 
curve if you're a amial! business, amd 
I felt that the Intemet was our drive- 
thru window, We understocd that it 
was going to be the way people were 
going to shop. We aloo saw that a Lot 
of catalog guys hadn't recognized the 
trend yet. By 1998 cigars were back in 
supply sa it was the perfect time to 
start it.” 

Winston and 


employee Vicky 


Mulligan attended a bunch of two 
day web conferences on topics such 
at Making a website more compatible 
with search engines. Winston laughs 
about these early days. 

“| was a S0-so0mething-year-old man 
attending conferences where hardly 
anyone else had passed 30. And here 
| wat—litih Bob Winston from ihe 
linder Box Metairie—at these confer- 
ence: with executive vice presidents 
for corporations like Dell, USPS amd 
Corel. While it was funny that | was at 
these conferences with such big com- 
panies, lt also told mee that] was doing 
the right thing, and without Vicky's 
talent and encouragement we couldn't 
have pulled it off." 

Three years after Payless Chars’ 
debut, Winston added Payless Pipes, 
giving him two Internet stores bo go 
along with his two brick-and-mortar 
locations. To be successful in either 
avenue, Winston linslsts that the same 
principles apply—vou must provide 
the very best im selection, service amd 
value to Vour cushomers: WOU MLLse 
commit yoursell to studying emerg- 
ing business trends and identifying 
potentially profitable enterprises; amd 
you must be unalraid to take the path 
less traveled. 

Winston's philosophy has worked 
well in the more than 45 years that 
he's been in the retall tobacco trade. 
Eom in Maguemine, a town on the 
Mississippi River that's about an hour's 
drive northwest of New Orleans, in 
145, Winston recelved his first pipe 
at a Christmas gift while serving in 
the United States Marine Corps from 
169-1971, and his lowe for pipes 
and pipe tobaceos hai been with him 
ever dince. After leaving the Marines, 
Winston worked for South (Central 
Bell and was doing well but felt dis- 
satisfied. While ona tip to Houston to 
interview fora position with Airborne 
Express, Winston visited the Galleria 
Mall and entered a Tinder Box store 
to see what it had to offer. Seeing a 
sign that said “Franchise Available," 
Winston immediately knew that he 
had found his calling. 

In 1974, he opened two Tinder 
hoxes—one on the eastern side of 
New Orleans and another in Baton 
touge. Two years later, he opened a 
third Tinder Hox location in Metairie, 


which he has kept, having since sold 
the other shores. The New Orleans 
Cigar Co, a retail location in down- 
town New Orleans and only blocks 
away from the French Chuarter, opened 
in 1996, and then came his Internet 
stores. In 1998 and 201. 

Having two brick-and-mortar stores 
and two electronic shops is an adivan- 
tage, Winston insists, because he can 
serve his customers the way they pre- 
fer to shop. 

“There are a bot of reasons for difer- 
ent customers preferring different ave- 
nues of shopping,” Winston explains. 
“At the brick-and-mortar locations, 
we five our customer good service hy 
knowing their names. Camaraderie is 
something the Internet doesn't offer. 
But if a guy lives miles away from a 
shop, he can use the lintemet to make 
his purchases. i's no-hassle shop- 
ping.” 

While they may serve different cus- 
tomer bases, the importance of provid- 
ing the ultimate in selection, service 
and value remaing a key philosophy 
in both business model, which is why 
Winston was very demanding when It 
canbe to the design of his sites. 

“We knew we had to get it dome 
right before the big guys started their 
i. “The websites had 
to be easy to navigate so that shoppers 
could find what they wanted, which 
was another important aspect. At that 
time, many of the sites that sold pipes 
had a picture of a pipe om the site but 
might not have had the pipe in their 
inventories. [f a customer wanted to 





websites,” hie § 


order the pipe, the site would contact 
the distributor to see if the pipe was 
available, We decided to have every- 
thing we put online te be in stock armed 
we would keep it updated. We made 
the shopping cart easy too. We had 
selection, value and good service.” 

Another aspect that benefited 
Payless Mipes and Payless Cigars is the 
Louisiana location of its warehouse, 
which means that shipping products 
to cuttomer was easier and quicker 
than if it had been tocated om the East 
or Veet coast. 

“We did cur best to ship any pood- 
uct the day it was ordered, and because 
we're basically located in the center of 
the country, our shipping tlmes: are 
atten reduced by a day. Amy archer that 
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comes in by 3 p.m. Central goes out 
the same day. To this day that’s our 
model of success.” 

As if easy navigation, real-time 
inventory and quick shipping weren't 
enough, Payless Mpes has the benefit 
at Tim Guillot, a pipe smoker who 
runs the ate and ships the orders fram 
a location in downtown New (rleans. 

“Tim ban incredible asset,” Winston 
exclaims. “He's a pipe guy and he 
understands that our customers may 
want te talk for a while before making 
a purchase. Another great thing i that 
he recognizes the voices of many of 
our customers. A lot of people think 
this is an impersonal business because 
it's conducted via the computer ard 
telephone but it's mot. You dial cur 
number and Tint answers.” a 





“The 


Stan one of 


would ike to see on the site. Certainly 
| want to see all the Peterson system 
pipes available in both rusticabed arvd 
smoocth finishes. | want to see the 
Sherlock Holmes series pipes. And if it's 
a feally good site, it'll have the petite 
barrel and petite Calabash shapes. We 
hawe all thowe.* 

In addition to Peterson, Payvdess 
Pipes also carries Ando, Becker, Bjarne, 
Brebbia, Butz-Cheguin, Comey, Gun- 
hill, GBD, Mastro Heraldi, Nording, 
ltinalda, Sasieni, Savinelli, Ser Jacopes, 
Stanwell, Vawen and Viprati pipes. 

“Brebbia is a great seller in ibe 
brick and mortar and the Internet 
stores.” Winston says. “havirelli and 


Left to right: Petersons do well too. High grades did 





Stan “The really well in 2008. In 2008, that was 
Pipemani,” a different story, but we've seen high 
John Dumas grades bownce back oo far for 20010. 
and Tim The best-selling price range is $150 
Guillot and Jess. OF the high grades, Ardor sells 


really well. Another pipe lime that does 


fMpeman,” 


Winston's regular Cusbombers who acca- 

slonally spends his lunch hour at the 

Payless Pipes warehouse, concurs. 
“Tim is very friendly and he makes 


you feel like family,” Stan states. “Yau 
order from him a few times: and you 
begin to motice that he's aut to take 
care of vou. Lf you're looking for 
something he might not have at the 


moment, he'll find tt for you.” 

Part of Winston's business plan is to 
ensure that those tines when Payless 
Pipes doesn't have an item a customer 
Wanls ane rare. 

“You can’t fool custamers; they 
know a good selection when they 
see it,” Winston explains. “When | 
consider what items to carey | start 
by asking myself what | as a customer 


well, and I'm happy about it because 
Erik's a close frbend, is Mording. He 
takes a nice pipe at a geod value 
and he's a great guy. We have the 
exclusive distribution for Sasheni acd 
GBD. Michael Adler from Cadogan is 
another good friend of mine." 

“They have a huge selection of 
Dunhill, but then they also have a 
lot of pipes for less than $100 that 


Dealing with Katrina 


Quick, same-day shipping has been an important part of 
Payless Mpes’ success unless natural disasters. interfere. 
Business came to a halt in August 2005 when Hurricane 
katrina swept through the (Gulf Coast, dumping so 
much rain on New Orleans that some of its levees were 
overpowered, causing some sections of the city te suffer 
devastating flooding. 

“Hurricane Katrina was about as bad as it can get," 
Winston recalls. “hf we can survive that ordeal, then 
we can survive anything. Five of my 12 employees lost 
evervihing they owned. lt was obviows that we had to 
rebuild families before we could rebuild our business. We 
had to get them back on thelr feet before we could get 
the business back on its feet. It took us 10 of 12. weeks to 
find all our employees and get ready to open again.” 

Once all of his employees had been contacted, 
Winston reassured them that each of his four businesses 
would reopen as soon a4 they could receive and ship 
products. 

“We asked UPS what day they would be ready to start 


taking shipments and deliveries and they bold usa day, 
which we set a5 our reopening day, Before the storm, 
UPS had $2 drivers in the New Orleans area. On the day 
they reopened only two drivers showed up. We were 
screwed.” 

Winston needed product for all of his businesses 
and his one big advantage—same-day shipping—was 
gone, With only one operable post office im the city 
and without knowing when a UPS driver would arrive, 
Winston thought they were finished, but he was wrong. 

“We didn’t know if a shipment would take three days 
to get to a customer or three weeks,” he explains. “But 
we pot through it because of our loyal customers and our 
suppliers who volunteered to help us. That's how we got 
back on our feet and I really appreciate their help. Do 
tough times last forever, no, but tough people do. You 
have to steel your nerve and do it. You don't know until 
you're tested. As a small business owner in the tobacco 
business, you're always being tested. The strong will 
survive and prosper.” 


beginning pipe smokers may want 
to try,” agrees Jobim Dumas, another 
regular spending his lunch hour at 
Payless Pipes. “From basket pipes to 
the high prades, they have something 
for everyone. The variety is amazing.” 

With a0 many pipes available for 
sale, Guillot says that makes his job of 
finding the right pipe for a customer 
sO much easher. 

“If a customer is having trouble 
finding the right pipe, the first thing 
ldo 6 find out how much they're 
comfortable spending on a pipe,” 
he explains. “Then [ll ask follow-up 
questions—do they want a bent of a 
straight pape; is this their first pipe or 
not Wf it's a first-time pipe smoker | 
discourage them from spending $4500 on 
@ Dunhill of some other high-end pipe. 
Il) suggest that they buy a Savinelll, 
Peterson or Krebbia, and once they get 
Into smoking pipes they'll come back 
and then we can start recommending 
higher-end pipes. | recommend 
anyihing that Steve Monjure has. He's 
ane of the bet guys in the industry. | 
can call him at midnight and he'll help 
me. The Arden. are incredible, as are the 
ltinalde and Krebbia pipes. We also have 
a nice selection of GED I don't know if 
anyone else has them. 

And then there's Payless Pipes’ 
specials, which are advertised online 
and through a newsletter that comes 
eut bimonthly, which often includes 
promotions for first-line pipe smokers. 

“You don't have to buy anything 
from us to get the newsletter: just 
Visit the webwite and sign up for the 
newsletter,” Guillot explains. “We run 
a lot af promotions for first-time pipe 
smokers. For example, if they buy a 
Sashenl plpe, we sometinves include 
a free poll powch. Or if they buy a 
certain amount of tinned tobaceos, 
we'll include a free tin as well. We also 
sell tinned tobaccos in six-packs so you 
can get a better price. We have assorted 
pipe deals where a customer can buy 
three pipes ata thine to save money." 

It should come as ne surprise that 
Payless Pipes features a wide variety 
af both tinned and bulk tobaceos, 
Including blends by Ashton, Astley's, 
Brebbia, (.A0., Cornell & Dieh!, Dan, 
Erinmoare, Fribourg & Treyer, G.L. 
Pease, House of Windsor, Lane Limited, 
Mac Haren, McClelland, Peterson, Peter 


Stokkebye, Reiner, Robert Mectontvell, 
Samuel Gawith, Savinelli and Solan. 

And then there's a unique blend 
offered by Pavless Pipes, ame it calls 
lable Scraps. 

“It’s just a bunch of Joose tobacco 
that’s left over when a bulk bag Is 
almoat empty," Winston explains. “lt 
changes all the time because it's just 
something we throw together, and it's 
not something that we can replicate” 

Table Scrapa is about the only thing 
in Winston's repertoire that can’t be 
replicated. After all, he took a suoceishal 
fetall brick-and-mortar tobacconist 
business model amd applied it online 
when others scoffed at the idea. A man 
who likes to brag that when everyone 





else turns left he turns right, Winston 
has been ahead of the curve. By being 
unafraid to explore new avenues and 
possising the comumiiment to see them 
te fruition, Winston amd his dedicated 
team have benefited more customen— 
eniline and in their stores—with selection, 
service amd value. amd they'll contin to 
look for ways that they can improve. 

“T want to contiowe bo 2et better,” he 
says. “If | ever feel complacent it will be 
lime to leave. | want my employees to 
continue bo prow. |eot into this business 
hecaude | wanted to have fun on Monday 
momings, and I've accomplished many 
of the things | set out te do but | krow | 
can do better. There are still a few mare 
tricks up our sleewes." 


BY TAD GAGE AND JOE HARB 


Trial by FIRE 


Daughters & Ryan 

As if tas deen for decides, the success 
in developing fine pipe tnfuiccos relies 
Heavily on the dedication of dndleiduals 
wito slniply dove the dent We're delighted 
to review offeriiegs fron Adank Ryan's 
2 Deghters, Mark can take crealit for 
singlehandedly rescuing Penge aed tte 
Perique process. He fas put a great deal 
oF wee equity dato dels effort, aes well aes 
doweat deal of tobacco sweating. He alee 
amurces fine Virgiala, Turkish ana ather 
lec? tn create thete new blends. There's 
aa seme in hororag the comments frat 
tis i voll-puesewn clgretie tobacco 
diiguised as pipe tobacce, but we believe 
the cut ded quality postions these blends 
ds Wuble contenders for plecsirig pipe 
tobacco selectiowes. (Ediéter’s note: yar 
dio chose fo produce these Mends as pipe 
tobacco Mend: long betwe SCAT feglsia- 
How dramatically increased the rall-vaur- 
Ou falacce tan. | 


2 Daughters Ramback 

Gack: This straight-ahead, uniformly 
golden-lan mixture presents a sweet, 
nutlike aroma of a light Turkish leaf 
in the tin, The medium-fine sib- 
bam cut i a bit on the dry side but 
packs well and can be tamped tightly. 
Lighting easily, Ramback offers cool 
and amooth puffing with excellent 
smoke volume. There are the tsual 
pungent Turkish leaf overtones of 
cumin, cinnamon, pecans and amoky 
camplire. It appears to be a blend of 
several Turkish tobacco types. While 
there is definitely pronounced and 
Interesting flavor, the singular favor 
ot Turkish presents a marrow taste 
spectrum. It lacks the subtle interplay 
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of flavors pipe amokers appreciate 
and are accustomed to with blends 
featuring a varlety of tehacced. For 
this reason, the blend is better as a 
short smoke ina small bowl. It lacks. 
the depth needed to cary the day for 
along smoke in a large pipe. It makes 
a fine base for blending to add a hint 
of Turkish flale to a favored Virginia or 
Latakia mixture. 


Hake: ‘This blend is composed of DOU 
percent light tan to medium brown 
Turkish tobaccos. The cut is mostly 
ribbons that vary from medium width 
to shags, and these are mixed with 
a amtall amount of medium wild-cut 
leaves. The tin aroma is inviting with 
a light spicy tang and sweetness and 
a delicate pungency. The cut allows 
for easy packing and lighting. Once lit 
and stoked. the blend is very smooth 
and balanced, delivering a sweet tangy 
spice and a flavor mix from delicate 
to firm and stowt. This is a feature of 
Turkish tobaccos | enjoy, with each 
sip adding Mavor upom the previous 
sip. Kamback is very clean burning, 
dry and cool, ewen though the shag 
cut promoted a fast burn. The ash 
left by the tobacco was very soft 
and perfect for coating the walls of 
the bowl after the smoke. | sampled 
this blend in bowls of different sixes, 
and it performed well in all of them. 
1 Jiked it better in medium to large 
bowls because the thin ribbons made 
it a quick smoke in a small bowl. This 
blend is a definite recommendation 
for your te-try list. lf you like the 
exctic flavors and smoking character- 
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istics of quality Oriental tobaccos that 
can be enjoyed any time of the day, 
Ttamback will moat likely end up in 
your rotation. 


2 Daughters Rimboche A.P. 

Gace: This lovely sunny yellow, gold 
amd dark brown mixture was a must- 
try since it lncorporates the company’s 
Acadian Perique. The tin aroma was of 
sweet hay and a bit of black pepper. ! 
admit | had hoped to see more Perkque 
mixed with the primarily Mue-cured 
bright Virginia leaf. The medium tib- 
han was somewhat dry but workable. 

Rimboche AP. fired wp and imimedct- 
ately generated a flavor very muck like 
green tea, with a pleasing and slighuly 
bitter herbal character. Although wisu- 
al inspection didn't offer touch hope 
for pronounced Perique favor, | was 
Pleasantly stirprised that it stocd cut 
against the tea and grassy background 
at the fue-cured leat. 

The mixture burns evenly and 
doen't require much in the way of 
telighting, but slow smoking and low 
combustion generates a cooler, more 
interesting bowlful. | tried moistening 
the tobacce a bit to see if that brought 
out more subtle tomes, but it didn’t 
make much difference. However, lt 
appears if the tobacco gets too dry, 
i's pretty easy to bring it back with a 
spritz of water and a day of rest in the 
covered aluminum tim. A very tasty 
blend, though | still would have liked 
more of Ryan's fine, pungent Perlque. 


Hare: Here it a blend that includes 
a variety of fluwe-cored gold leaf and 
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Acadian Perique. The majority of the 
leaf appears to golden Virginia, 
with smatterings of more cured and 
matured leaf that range from light 
tan to medium brown. The touch of 
Perique is delicate, probably less than 
4 percent of the composition. The 
aroma was slightly tart and earthy 
with a faint hint of chocolate, nuts 
and hay. The Perique gave it a light 
fruity note. As with the other blends 
in this series, the tobacco in the tin 
was [ust a touch more moist than 
crinkly, so it was suitable for loading 
with only a few minutes of airing. The 
ribbons and irregular flecks of tobacco 
packed easily, but | had a tendency 
to err by packing teo lightly. I had te 
experiment with the best packing for 
different pipe sizes. 

At the first light, Rimboché Ar. 
was sweet with a light fruity mote and 
distinct tobacco flavor. Oice stoked 
and burning smoothly, the blend 
approached a medium flavor and body 
level with a nice tingle on the palate, 
nose amd sinuses; the spiciness was 
most likely provided by the Perique. 
fimbeché APL smoked smoothly, 
indicating a gocd balance between 
the components, and remained cool 
and dry. As the smoke approached 
mid-bowl, the Perique began to exert 
a more prominent role in the flavar 
profile, and the Virginias lost some 
al their sweet edee. This profile com- 
tinued through the remainder of the 
bowl. Overall, this is a nice, light, 
smooth Virginia/Perique blend that 
allows the component tobaceos bo 
work well together, and it should 
appeal to these whe like a medium 
flavor range with enough complex- 
ity to satiehy without having to catch 
all the nuance changes during the 
smoke. 


2 Daughters Windsail Platinum 
Gane: 1] first tried this flue-cured 
Virginia tobacco at the Richmend 
Pipe Show and was impressed by bow 
smocth and cool it was for an unadul- 
terated bright Virginia. Not many pipe 
tobaceo blends prominently feature 
flue-cured leaf without aromatle cas- 
ing. The bright yellow medium-ocut 
ribbon lights and burns easily. Since 
it is relatively dry and mot cased with 
flavorings, you can really enjoy the 
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siibtle character of quality fMue-cured 
leaf. 

There's a relatively bow sugar con- 
tent, and it lacks any citrus charac- 
ter found in some flue-cured leaf. 
Instead, it has a pleasing “outcdoorsy" 
character of farmland and freshly cut 
hay. There isn't enough complexity ar 
interest to make this a regular smoke 
for plipesters, but it is an appealing 
blending component. It can soften 
an intense Virginia mixture and adds 
a pleasing brightiess to an English 
mixture. Actually, Windsail Platinum 
offers more depth and seme citrus 
tones when mixed with other tabac- 
cos than it does on its own. 


Hace: Wiindsall Platinum consists of 
1M) percent flue-tired gold Virginias 
that range in coler from golden tan 
to medium brown ribbons of medium 
and irreqular cut. The tin aroma is 
sweet and tangy. As with the other 
blends in this serie, the moisture 
level in the tin is dry and suitable 
for loading from the get-go. Many of 
the light-colored Virginias cam have 
a delicate favor, but with Windsail 
Platinum, the first light revealed a 
nice sweetness with a medium flavar 
depth that continued to develop and 
bulld through the bowl. | would con- 
sider thie blend to be a straightforward 
Virginia with few muances throughout 
the bowl, so you cam just enjoy it 
without trying to get something trom 
the blend that isn't there. 


2 Daughters Rimboché A.B. 
Gace: Featuring a dark-fired tobacco 
processed in a Perique manner, this 
tobacco presented a pleasing toasted 
nut and currant aroma in the tin. I'm 
net sure whether the Perique-process 
tobacco is Burley or Virginia, but it 
seems that the primary difference is 
the leaf isn't processed as extensively 
as Perique. Burley is the base leaf 
for the Perique process, although the 
growing conditions for Burley im St. 
James Parish produce a unique leat 
We'll have te bet this hybrid dark-fired 
process remain Mark Ryan's secret. 
This medium-cui, long-ribbon 
product features a bit of Latakia as 
a condiment. The mixture has spicy 
notes like a nacho chill pepper and 
an appealing bitterness like esca- 
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tole lettuce with hints of an intense 
espresso coffee. The blend has the 
spice of a Perique blend but a heartl- 
ness reminiscent of Orlick's Dark Fired 
Kentucky flake. | would have liked the 
blend to feature a greater percentage 
of the Perique-process leaf The pep- 
pery bitter character of the mixture 
makes it an excellent accompaniment 
to a mug of bold coffee. 


Hermit Tobaccos 

i ard Laise Jones of Henalt Tobacco, 
Wid how been inkished suppanters of 
Pipesters fw decades, offer cot appectilns 
watery af thoavghifal Mend: for tie seri- 
ous puffer, Pe focwsed ov a selection of 
Hennait’s English: blemis in the Carptale 
Earlex tine. The Hermit Denis use tobac- 
cos provided by and biended to specifica 
Hon by Comell & Oleht aad are sated 
etclisively Hirdugh Connell & Diehl 


Captain Earle’s Ten Russians 
Gace: One ef the best known and 
lowed af the Hermit blends, Ten 
Russians comes iin its tim as black 
blocks of pressed tobacco. The tin 
aboma screams Latakia, but there's the 
musky and pungent whiff of Turkish 
leaf, which has a far more assertive 
apoma and taste than tts more dell- 
cate Macedonian Criental cousins. 
Prepping the tobacco is a coll-up-your- 
sleeves Operation, a3 you need to peel 
layers from the block and crumble it. 
1 found a medium cromble worked 
best. Larger chunks burned unevenly 
and wouldn't stay lit, whike rubbing it 
out too fine made it burn het. 

The mixture fires up easily, and the 
only stirprise bs that despite the appear- 
ance and arcmta, the Latakia is motover- 
whelming. The Turkish leaf delivers 
flavors of mushroom and damp earth, 
while the Latakia offers those typi- 
cal leathery, black coffee and Indian 
spice components. lt features a similar 
flavor profile to Esoteria’s Penzance, 
but the Latakia of Ten Russians is 
more pronounced. The Virginia leaf 
adds complexity and sweetness. The 
blend mentions Cavendish, but there 
is certainly mo aromatic aspect to the 
tobacco, so staunch English blend bov- 
ers shouldn't be put aff by the men- 
tion of Cavendish. 

It has a pleasing madurea cigarlike 
finish. lt has been a long time since 


Wve amoked Ten Kissians (30 man 


tobaceos, 40 little time), and re-visit- 





ing it made me reg not having 
had it my rotation. Unlike some ot 
the screaming Latakia mixtures avail- 
able, Ten Russians manages to deliver 
potent Latakia flaver with a balanced 


subtlety. 


: The easiest way to describe this 





blend from Hermit Tobacco Works 
i, a4 @ Latakia lovers pipe dream. 
Even though the blend i loaded to 
ihe Brim with Latakia, the comple- 
mentary tobacoos keep it ampooth and 
rich. Alongside the smoky, leather; 
flavor of the Latakia, sweetness and 
pungency from tangy Virginias and 
spicy Orientals comes through from 
the first light to the bottom af the 
bowl. Stil, there is no doubt that the 
pedigree of Ten Russians i& English to 


the oore. 









Captain Ej 


Phere 


rle's Mig 
alenty af smoky Latakia 
1 dark bittersweet chocolate in the 






aroma. Like the other ¢ 





aptalm 





Earle Blends, it's a denée pressed cake 
that needs to be prepped. Lighting 
readily, tt was still very Latakia-for- 
ward but milder than Ten Rass 
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li contains Oriental leaf and Virginia 
and perhaps a bit of Burley. Although 
the Latakia was less PROMinent, Mone 
ot the other tohacoos stepped up 
to the plate to take its place. Being 
reminiscent of Ten Kusalans, yet mot 
so full-lavored or complex, [ would 


Sravitate to the tormer. 


Hake: Nightwatch is a nice variation 





on the full-lavored Tem Russians 


blend. with the amount of Latakia 
reduced and the Turkish component 
increased. The leathery, amoky chat 
acter of the Latakia is still prami- 
nent, but the pungent Havwors of the 


Turkish and Virginia lobaccos come 





eh more eadily, and this adds a 


nice complexity and smon 








Hess ho 





the blend that lovers of the fnalishy 
Balkan gence will like. [f you're in this 
Shoup, YOU May want to add this one 


LO PCE Rotator. 





iptain Ear i 
1 This block cake of tans, golds 


and deep browns has an absolutely 


heavenly tim aroma, daminmated bry 
pungent Turkish and Latakia. Rather 
than a crumble cake, this pulls apart 





inte segments more closely resem 
bling a lightly rubbed-—out flake. With 


an easy light and draw, it delivers a 





touch of Virginia sweetness, hints of 





CInnamen and pepper, anc a cefinite 
cigarlike character. 
A light 


to believe it OoOntalns some 





ypery quality leads me 


igi. 
1 enjoyed the complex interplay of 





the tebacces in this blend. Although 
tightly preised, the tomacctod don't 
mary to the point where they lose 
their individual character, [nls i a 
fabulous long smoke—it will deliver a 
revolving palette of thavor in as large a 
pipe as you care to smoke, for as long 
a4 ou Care to smoke it. Because of the 
meaningful amount of Virginia leat, 
this should be a particularly good can 
didate bor cellaring. A bit of addithonal 
sweetnesd from the aging Virginia leat 
could do nothing | 
blend. 


tL enhance tis 





Captain Earle's Private Steck is 
a blend that features elght different 


tobacco: with emphasis on Latakia 


and red Virginia. [ive aroma that rises 
from the tim is rich in Latakia, with 
an wunderlving tang and spice. The 
com pasition is mostly dark tobacco 
with some light and mpedium tam leal 
mixed in, and the presentation is a 


pressed cake (hat folds the m 





is ture. 
lbroke a chunk off and bet it alr and 
dry before loading the first bowl. 
The first light leaves mo doubt aboot 
the English character, amd there is a 
definite tangy sweetness fram the red 
Virginia that ié backed up by a deeper 
nate from a touch of stoved Virginia, 
Phe Virginias make a good base fo 
this blend, allowing both the Latakla 
and Turkish components to emerge 
and complement each other during 
the first half of the bowl. The smonth- 
ness of the blend is a good indicarar 
of the design skill that created It. 
By mid-bowl, the characters of the 
Virginiad laded, allowing the Latakia 
to take center stage just borward of 





the Turkish tebacoos. Private Stock ia 


delight{ul Mend that burned cool and 





dry in pipes of different sizes and Jett 





ance pray ash. lt is a blend that could 





falisty Vircinia, Balkan ard 
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Make Your Owo Pipes at Home! 
With 0 prior expericnce and with only 
basic tools yu can Leann te carve heir. 


loom jipes. Everything you necd & 
avaliable from PIM, fe somrce for 
pipe making supplits for beth the 
nevioe and the advanced pipe crafter 
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Cedar PDOs Guide to Pipe-Crading 
at Home, “the Bible of sipe making™ for 
over a quarter of a ceatary. Compler 
Instruction. 112 pages. Profusely [hu 
baled. 3) 8.00 (plus $3.50 postage) 
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Captain Earle’s Honor Blend 
After working through the 
pressed cake Captain Earle bhemeds, | 
swear | started to hear Strauss’ “Thus 
Spake Zarathustra” as those apes hung 
around the black obelisk in 20d: A 
Space Oivasey. This block of crumble 
cake is black, but—surprise—Latakia 
is nowhere to be found. Instead, the 
tobacco presents a deep fruity nose 
of aged, stoved and pressed Virginia 
leaf. 

My block was abcaut a4 lm peretrable 
as the obelisk. While the tobacco waa 
plenty moist, it took some effort to pry 
aff chunks and produce a rubbed-out, 
smokable mixture. Visual inspection 
doen't offer much af a clue about 
the mix of Turkish, Perique, Virginia 
and stoved Cavendish comprising the 
blend, aince all the leaf has married 
inte a relatively monochromatic mix 
under stoving and the pressure of 
caking. 

hight fram the pet-oo, it was clear 
this is one peppery, rich, stcat blend. 
It stnokes sweet with deep caramel, 
almost burnt-sugar notes. Hased on 
the tin aroma, | was expecting more 
fruit in the smoke. A bit of prume or 
misin came through, but if wasn't 
pronounced. This tolacce is seriously 
heavy, and the nicotine adds a pro 
nounced bite like Synjeco Bad Mun 2 
or Samuel Gawith’s Black XXX Rape. 
Tt isn’t for the lint of heart. 

It's a very hearty smoke at the 
far end of the intensity scale. The 
intensity of Honor Blend made it a 
better option for a short smoke, ide- 
ally in a smaller bowl with a longer 
shank and stem to add some coolness. 
Smoke slowly and with care, and it 
will reward with an old-timey, manly 
berwiliul. 


race: 


Hane: Here's: another full-flavored 
blend that is Virginia based, with 
Cavendish, Turkish tobacces and 
Ferique added. The tin arama is 
fruity, sweet, tart and spicy. Hints 
af chocolate and figs come off as 
soon a the tin is opened. At the first 
light, the flavor is rich and stout. 
Once stoked, the Turkish tobacco 
contribute a nice level of complexity 
and add to the strength of the fla- 
vor. The description suggests that the 
blend is stoved during processing and 


this step, | think, is what gives this 
blend its full flaver. As 1 progressed 
through the bowl, the body of the 
blend increased and took on more 
of a peppery tone, probably due to 
a geod percentage of Perique im the 
blend, which began to emerge more 
by mid-bowl and leave the VWirginias 
in the backeround. 


Captain Earle’s Mystic Blend 
Gace: In this crumble cake, stoved 
red Virginia balances against a small. 
er amount of Latakia than im some 
Hermit blends. The blend contains 
nine tobacces, and while they aren't 
listed, Pd guess there are several 
Virginias and perhaps some Merique 
and possibly stoved Cavendish in 
addition to Cyprian Latakia. While 
it has malty pleasant notes of dark 
stout beer and leather, little imter- 
play between the tobaccos occurs 
because of the intense caking. [t's 
consistent and uniform fram first 
light to last puff. lt works fime as a 
longer smoke jeapecially if you're 
sipping a dark beer) but is particu- 
larly pleasing as a full-flavored short 
smoke, 


Haus: This blend is described as a 
medium-bodied English master- 
plece with mine tebaccos that have 
been concected into a perfect har- 
mony that only a mystic's touch 
could achieve. The tin apoma reveals 
Latakia and Turkish scents, and there 
is an underlying sweet note that sug- 
gests a moderate touch of Virginias. 
At the first touch of Alame, it is the 
leathery character of Latakia that is 
first to emerge, and the sweetness of 
Virginias and pungency of Turkish 
leal soon blessamed underneath as 
the tobaccos were stoked. The motes 
from the Turkish tobaccos combined 
with the Latakla to produce a mice 
complexity and smoothness. By mid- 
bowl, the flavers of the Virginia and 
hurley in the blend were only in the 
background. Through the remainder 
of the bowl, the Turkish motes also 
faded under the stronger Latakiao. 
Overall, Mystic Blend fits better iin 
an English/Balkan category in my 
opinion, but the blend i& rich in 
complexity with a medium Maver 
level. [S07 





Kikar Resource pipe lighter 
The new Xikar Resource pipe lighter 
comes equipped with everything 
a pipe smoker needs meathy tucked 
away in the lighter's body, including 
a stainless steel tamper, poker and 
knife. The durable lighter ignites 
with a dimple pull-back benition ta 
reveal an angled candle flame. 

Rikar pipe lighters arc other smok- 
ing accessories are available at retailers 
nathomwice. Locate your nearest Kikar 
dealer by contacting the company al 
Pa, Bow O57 57, Kanes. Cary, MMO 
b4102- phone: BRA-266-1194; fax: 
Bl6-21-3540r email: infiitelkarcon: 
website: wi olkarconn, 


ee 





Cooper Pipes’ Blandings Collection 

Cooper Pipes’ new Blandings Collection is a limited-edithon, individually 
numbered, boxed set that contains two pipes. The pipes are hand-crafted 
feplicas of the pipes seen in the 1948 film Avr. Blavalags Builds His Orewnt 
Howse, starming Cary Grant, Melwyn Douglas and Myma Loy. The set also 
include: a DVD of the movie. 

Both pipe: are completely handmade from Algerian briar with acrylic 
stems and faithfully re-create the pipes seen in the film. The Jim landings 
isa Canadian-stvle billiard with a blue dot and white trim ring adoming the 
stem. The Bi Cole it a traditional billiard with a slightly longer shank and 
a graceful curve im the stem. 

The boxed sets are limited to 48 editions and are exclusively available for 
$409 at the website wien plpecmdpoclomn. 
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Briar Books Press releases two 
new tithes 

Briar Books Press has released two new 
titles: The Lorwe Pipe Packet, and fo 
Aandi, Mpeniaker, by Jan Ancersscen. 

The Loewe work: is a compila- 
tion of seven items, lochuding large 
reprinted catalogs from 110 amd 
1926, an early history, an antique 
pipe phot pontiollo by polin Falsris 
and Greg Pease. and other bem all 
ensconced im a rapped and classy 
packet. 

The Nordh book i a stunning. all- 
color reflection on the life and times 
Of late Swedish master pipemaker Bo 
Med he 

Order online at wre. Dearbodks. 
cnn, of by mall to Helar Books Press, 
14229 Bethel-Burley Road SE, Port 
Orchard, WA Uaate7. Coat tor each is 
$45 postpaid or $85 for both. Foreign 
ofders make Inquiries to Briar Bonks 
Press. 


BY BEN RAPPAPORT 


One of a kind: 
La Pipe Dieppoise 


The annals of contemporary pipe his- 
tory are replete with praise and acco 
lades for the high quality and finesse of 
modern briar pipes from a select hamd- 
ful of English, Italian, Scandinavian 
and, mare recently, American, 
Japanese, Russlan and Folish crafts- 
men. This preeecupation with modern 
briar pipemakers for their individual 
skills and pipe finery i admirable, 
wartanted and deserved ... but there's 
not that same kind of buzz, fuss, zeal, 
passion ov hysteria iin the U.S. today 
far brian made in France. 


Saluting France 

Strange, indeed, however, is the fact 
that France has been, by all written 
accoLnits, an intruimental amd promi. 
nent force in the advancement of every 
kind of tobacco pipe ever developed. 
France has been a significant player 
in the trade since the earliest years, 
maintaining a prominent position iin 
the world of quality pipemaking, yet 
has remained iin the shadows far too 
long. This country has not only been 
continuously invelved in the pipe 
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incdustry—from its rudimentary begin- 
mings to it modern, mature stabe— 
but France has always had a strong 
influence on pipe comcepts, formats, 
manulacturing techniques, and artistic 
effects; frankly, a6 f see it, France ought 
ta be considered “the mother of ail 
pipes." It's time to acknowledge, bet- 
ter, to herald France for its encturing 
involvement in pipe design ane com- 
position, so 1 intend to present a fale 
picture of these facts, to celebrate the 
unnoticed and te unvell one particular 
pipe unique to this country. France 
may rot be the mathomal bruoyére brand 
du jour today, but ane has to ques- 
tion how the tobaceo pipe, fram its 
inception, could have morphed in so 
many ways and so often through time 
without the country’s past comtribu- 
tions, One also has to wonder where, 
without France, the briar pipe trode 
would be mow. 


Tracing France's contributions 
In the lengthy and evolutionary devel- 
opment of the tobacco pipe to lits 
general format as we know it today, 
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France has played a very significant, 
but not a well-documented, pole. To 
begin, | am not in total agreement 
with the respected E.R. Billings, who 
wrote in Tobacco: Its Alstory, Varieties, 
Calture... (1875): “The French also 
make pipes of agate, amber, crystal, 
commelian and ivory, as well as the 
various kinds of pure of mixed met- 
als. Many of the French and German 
pipes while they are beawtiful in 
design and made of the most costly 
materials are often exceedingly grao- 
lesque, representing often the most 
ludicrous scenes and all possible atti- 
tudes." Billings could not have been 
referring to the French pipe specifi- 
cally addressed im this essay, a pipe 
made of a “most costly material,” a 
pipe far from “exceedingly grotesque" 
in appearance. An anonymous wrlt- 
er viewed French pipes im a very 
positive light, this from “Tobacco- 
Pipes,” (Chambers’s fourial of Popular 
Literature Sclence and Arts, Volume 
V, Mog. 1S-130, January-[une 1856): 
“As they do with everything they 
undertake, they have brought the 


elements of art to bear both upon 
the design and the ornamentation 
of their pipes.” This was published 
in 1856 when Salnt-Claude was just 
a Mledgling briar pipe center, so this 
writer must have been referring to 
eatller French pipes made from other 
substances. The historian Frederick 
Fairholt (Tabacco [L859)) concurred. 
French pipes *... are fashioned in 
elegant shapes Irom masses of agate, 
amber, crystal, carnelian, and ivery, 
as well as the various kinds of pure 
er mixed metals. Pipes fashioned of 
every practical material, and upon 
which unwearled labour and exqul- 
site faste have been bestowed, are 
to be met with in the stores of the 
Parislan dealers .... The commonest 
French pipe is a well-finished article, 
with a graceful bow! and a well-pro- 
portioned stem. ....° Or just consider 
the opinion of 4 more comtemporary 
alithor, Alfred Dunhill (ie Pipe tank 
(1924): “The French makers excel iin 
pipes of graceful design and execu- 
tion, subjects of topical interest often 
being chosen.” 

Stop and think a moment about 
the influence of France on pipe 
evolution. Here are the undisputed 
facts. At a time, in the 18th cen- 
tury, the Fremeh porcelain factories. 
of Vincennes and Sévres produced 
some magnificent molded. poly- 
chrome-colored porcelain pipe bowls. 
that compared very favorably to 
those of Meissen and Nymphenburg, 
Gemmany. Quoting Pairholt again: 
“Numbers of the better class of 
French pipes are manufactured of 
porcelain, and some are adorned 
with enamelled portraits and beauti- 
ful heads, executed in a style that 
puts to shame the works of our aver- 
age miniature painters.” [in the early 
18s, France elevated the hum- 
ble clay tobacco pipe to high art. 
Blanc-Garin, ODunmeril-Leurs, Fiolet, 
Gambier, Clisclon, Hasslawer and 
several other companies revolution- 
ized then-plain English and Dutch 
clay pipes. The brits and the Dutch 
had begun to decorate their simple 
clay pipes with low-relief designs 
of rosettes or fleur-de-lis, but the 
French, through skillful modeling, 
turned the clay pipe into whimsical 
and colorful character and portrait 


figurals and applied bright, poly- 
chrome enamels to its chalk-white 
exterior, improving the clay pipes! 
oliward appearance, making them 
famous and appealingly collectible. 
According to Michael A. Meiffer, Chay 
Tobacco Pipes and the Fier Trae of the 
Pacific Northwest anil Northen Plales 
(2006): “In 1851, the Fiolet firm 
Was manufacturing 200,000 gross off 
pipes a year, made im 1,200 different 
shapes, plain of ornamented.” 

As every pipe smoker knows, jin 
the middle of that same century, in 
the Jura Mountains in southeastern 
Prince, the municipality of Saint- 
Claude, quite often identified as 
the “capitol of pipemakers,” was all 
the rage because of a newly discov- 
ered medium for pipes: briar. Heck, 
the French invented the briar pipe. 
(Come to think of it, their very early, 
assorted carved wood pipes weren’t 
too shabby either.) And not to be 
fargotien bs the fact that the French 
were the first to use silver-tipped 
albatross wing bones as pipe stem 
extensions. At about the same time, 
the factories of Vienna, Burclapest 
and several other Austro-Hungarian 
clties were slowly losing their lead 
in the meerchaum pipe trade to 
other continental cities in the west: 
France rapidly surpassed Germany, 
Italy and England in production and 
exportation of meerchaum pipes 
and cheroot holders and proliferated 
many more retail outlets through- 
out the country than the number 
of retail shops in the entire Austeo- 
Hungarian empire and Germany. So 
it's no suppelse to read the follow- 
ing from “Report on Tobacco Pipes" 
Chawnial af tie Sariety af Arts, Dec. 13, 
1872): “France alone can fumish for 
each of her provinces pipes of which 
the forms can be counted by thou- 
sands, in wood, in metal, in porce- 
lain, in meerschaum, in clay, &c." 


The missing chapter 

All this said, however, an important 
chapter in the chronicle of France's 
tobaceo pipes needs to be added. This 
absent chapter ls about a little-known 
pipe format—the ivory pipe—that 
has not had iis story told anywhere 
until now. In northwestern France, 
an the English Channel, some 160 
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miles from Saint-Claude, is Dieppe, 
a locale less familiar to the pipe 
smoker and collector. iin this charm- 
ing. quaint town, once Normandy's. 
largest port—now famous for its sea 
scallaps—ivory was the “it” product. 
Dieppe was as important a center of 
iveary carving—although establistied 
much earller—as Saint-Claude was 
the European epicenter of beiar-pipe 
making, but the pipes the Dieppois 
produced did not have as huge an 
Impact as the seismic shift that the 
briar created for the devotecs of pipe 
smoking, yel mary a paragraph bas 
been penned in any language about 
what this one amall French town 
contributed to pipe art and craft. 
(Surprisingly, Saint-Claude also had 
a thriving but leis substantial and 
little-known ivory-carving trade.) pe 
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Dieppe, continental center of 
ivory-carving 

The name Dieppe derives from the 
Viking word dived, meaning “deep.” 
The Viking explorers found on this 
stretch of coast the draught they 
needed to beach their boats. A French 
trading post called Petit Dieppe was 
sel up on the West Afficam coast of 
Gambia sometime around 1365 and, 
soon thereafter, Dieppe's maritime 
and artistic history invelved the dubi- 
Os practice of separating African ele- 
phants from their tusks and shipping 
the ivory back to the town, along 
with spices and fruit. (Ivory also came 
from India and China, but African 
ivory was considered finer, whiter and 
firmer.) Developing and flourishing a 
skilled trade of ivary carving and sea- 
manship, the town claimed to be the 
first ta introduce ivory inte France, 
and so Dieppe became synonymous 
with ivory. 

During the Lath and lath centu- 
tles, ivery carving was not popular, 
but craftsmen continued to settle in 
Dieppe, and gradually it became the 
center that revitalized Ivory carving. 
The work was sufficiently profitable 
to support more than 36) artists iin 
the mid- to late 17th cemoury as. the 
craft reached extraordinary heights. 
France's most important ivory-cary- 
Ing centers were at both Dieppe and 
Paris. (lt was said that the tvory work 
of Paris differed from that of Dieppe 
in that it was less elaborately carved, 
and articles of smooth and highly 
polished surfaces are distinguished as 
Parisian wares.) Im a word, finished 
ivery products fram Paris, though 
beautiful, leave the impression of 
manufactured goods, rather than 
handicrafts from an artist's workshop, 
er in the words of ome: “Carving is the 
specialité? of the Dieppe workshops, 
while that of Paris is polishing.” 

During the 16th century, the 
demand for ivary diminished, yet by 
the early 19th century, there were 
more ivory craltsmen in France than 
In any other European country; by 
1H40 there were 11 factories produc- 
ing ivory goods. Ivory recovered lis 
popularity when, in 1616, the influx 
eb the English, eager for conmtinen- 
tal curiosities, caused a demand for 
Dieppe's near-forgotien specialty, and 
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it continued uninterrupted im the Art 
Nouveau style of decorative arts al 
the end of the 14th century. Martin 
Meredith (Elenhant Gest: Blograpliy 
of di 2ndangered Specles la Afeled 
[2001)) reports: “Dieppe produced 
dynasties of master carvers famous 
for their statuettes and ship models. 
French tovalty patronized the fvmiri- 
es. The work from members of the 
Dieppe school won great acclaim at 
the Paris Exhibition in 1834. Dieppe 
ivery quality and popularity waned 
beginning in the 1870s, and by the 
end of the century only elght carvers 
remained active.” 

Working feverishly, these unrivaled 
Dieppe artisans produced a potpourel 
al small, decorative art objects, theu- 
sands of utilitarian consumer items 
known as falletierle—turned ivary or 
wood article:—ship models, mirrors, 
brooches, crucifines, napkin rings, 
pendants, aide memoir cases, daggers, 
bangles, needlework tools, candle- 
sticks, chess sets, combs, religious and 
secular sculptures, billiard bails, sun 
dials, trinkets, toys, umbrella handles, 
cigar cases, snuff rasps and boxes, clay 
pipe cases, pipe tampers—and the 
subject of this story, tobacco pipes. 
Dieppe specialized in micro-carving, 
the delicate skill of executing deeply 
cot wreaths of flowers, cupids and 
scrollwork inte objects characterized 
as litth: masterpieces of taste, art and 
patience, and the finest livery pipes 
in Europe were those carved in this 
town. They also manufactured an 
array of similar btems im horn ard 
bone. As well, although wunsubstan- 
tated, they were reputed to have 
engraved the revolver handles for the 
Wild West's most famous cowboys 
and, ai a sideline, made custom-made 
syringes for local nuns and other 
ladies without husbands. Dieppe was 
alsa known for its expert lace tatters, 
and their influence on ivory carving 
is readily apparent. As an aside, it’s 
been reported that American seanven 
learned the art of whale-ivory carving 
from the Dieppe artisans. 


Ivory tobacco pipes? 

Ivory is delicate and graceful, one of 
the most beautiful and sought-alter 
decorative materials in the workd mar- 
ket, having been carved as ornaments 
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and other objects since perhaps pre- 
historic tinves. Ivory is a solid, white, 
translucent substance, distinguishable 
from bone by its more beautiful tex- 
ture. Working with ivory requires 
skill, much thought, due diligence 
and experience. [t is much harder to 
carve than meenmchaum, ls neither a4 
brittle as bone nor as aolid as stone, 
cannot easily be bent, tends to swell, 
shrinks when dried, loses color over 
time from exposure to dirt and damip- 
ness, turns yellow with age and, in 
extreme conditions, can warp and 
split; all these attributes ane certainly 
disadvantages of using it to make a 
smoking pipe. More atten than mot, 
in the past, ivory was principally used 
for mouthpieces of finer meerschaum 
and briar pipes. The Chinese also 
used Ivery as a pipe mouthplece ard 
frequently inserted a copper tube inte 
it to protect the ivory from crack- 
ing. Japanese craftsmen used ivory as 
toggles tofinie) to fasten the tobacco 
pouch and pipe case, allowing both 
to hang from the sash (al) of the 
kimono. And the more expensive or 
exotic European pipe bowls made 
et materials such as silver, ooquilla 
nut, porcelain and hom were joined 
to intricately carved amd richly orna- 
mented ivery stems. lvory played vet 
another role in smoking pipes. In 
Stephenson and Churchill, Medical 
Botiny, Volume [| (1831) was this 
observation regarding the adhesive 
nature of smoking a clay pipe: *... the 
thin tender skin of that part of the 
under lip on which the pipe rests, is 
tom off, and the end of the pipe now 
coming in contact with a raw surtace, 
frets and irritates it, until at length it 
hecomes a truly cancerous sore: pipes. 
should therefore be waxed, of used 
with an ivery covering.” 

The aforementioned notwithstand- 
ing, | offer a partial definition of 
a tobacco pipe from John Ogilvie, 
The Jinperial Dictionary of the Engtish 
Language (1883): “In form and mate- 
flal it varies much in different coun- 
tries—clay, meerschaum, porcelain, 
wood, stone, metal, horn, fun, &0c., 
being all employed for making pipes 
da wehole of iin part” (italics ane mines. 
In its day, ivory pipes may have been 
more appreciated for tactility than for 
taste, yet ivory was and stil is engaged 


In pipes or aso pipe. It's not unusual 
to encounter, particularly today, a 
contemporary briar pipe with ary ivery 
shank ring or band; a few innovative 
artisans inset bits of ivory to acces 
sore of accent a briar pipe’s bowl or 
stem. (ther examples with which the 
reader may be acquainted are a con- 
temporary-looking pipe with a band of 
inked scrimshaw carving circumscrib- 
ing the bowl, made im the Far East and 
found in Hong Kang gift shops: the 
Ivory opium pipe; the synthetic, or 
faux, ivery pipes in cieculation today; 
the Ecuadorian Tagua ivery pipe {it’s 
really a palm nut resembling animal 
Wwory in color amd texture}; a varl- 
ety of primitive African ethnographic 
pipes that typically consist of some 
elephant ivery components; and, last, 
a Walrus of the rarce narwhial busk pipe 
carved by the Eskinvo, Inuit, Siberian 
Chukchi of Laplander. Carved ivory 
pipes with elaborately incised graphic 
scenes from these peoples were a very 
popular export in the late 19th cen- 
tury; im particular, the Inuit carved 
ivory pipes and traded them to whal- 
ers for English and American tobacce. 
Real bragging rights in antique pipe 
collecting circles is ownership of a 
genuine mastoden of manimoth ivery 
pipe, such as the one illustrated on the 
spine of the dust jacket and in Plate V'l 
of the 1924 edition of Dunhill's The 
Pipe Book. Simply put, ivery pipes. 
have materialized in different parts 
al our world as national and regional 
expressions. From a practical stand- 
point, in most things, form normally 
follows function, but with ivery pipes, 
form, instead, followed art. 

Ludwig Hartmann, one of the finer 
meerchaum carving eitablishments 
In Vienna, displayed a “tobacoo-pipe 
of ivery" at the Great Exhibitlon of 
the Works of Industry of All Natiens 
in London in 1851. Of course, this 
Is nol surprising, because Robert 
Ellis, the compiler of The Cvfichal atl 
Iustvated Catalngve of the exhibi- 
than, wrete: “In the department of 
turmery and carving in wood, bone, 
peal, meerschaum, amber, ivery, 
and fortoise-shell, Vienna occupies 
an eminent position.” They are occa- 
sionally found im a few European 
museums, but whether from Dieppe 
carvers of from the deft hand of 


other European artisans, they are all 
Widows and orphans for their lack 
of provenance. In Twa Travelers Jn 
Eope by Adelaide Susan Hall (1898), 
an ivory pipe of unknown origin 
was spotted at a Budapest exposition: 
“Among the exhibits of modern work- 
manship, was an livery pipe. On lits 
bowl, sixteen inches in length, were 
carved the heads of the Emperor and 
Empress. Standing upon the lid of the 
bowl, was the figure of Hungaria with 
drawn sword. On the back, commect- 
ing with the stem, were five mounted 
knights tn full regalia, the very spurs 
on thelr heels brought out in the 
most delicate carving.” Even with- 
out a picture, the words suggest that 
this pipe was exceptionally sumptu- 
ous, and though markedly different, 
stylistically, than thease Illustrated in 
this article, the unidentified artisan, if 
net an endowed Dieppoals, may have 
apprenticed in Dieppe. 


On the record 

The historian Louis Le Vawaiseur de 
Masseville, in bis Histoire Sovnenelre de 
Nornacnuiie (1688-1702), wrote: *Les 
Dieppols de surpasser toutes les autres 
villes du monde pour la délicatesse 
des ouvrages d'ivoire.” (The Dieppois 
stirpass all other cities of the world for 
their exceptional ivory works.) True, 
perhaps, but not very Uluminative. 
Here is what the British vice consul 
at Dieppe posted in the Boavel of Wretete 


foumea! of Tariff and Trade Notices, atta 


Minne Comercial Iefarnation, 
Volume X, January 1691: “There Is 
a handicraft at Dieppe which com- 
menced about 200 years ago, and 
which is but teo litth known else- 
where, mamely the art of carving 
ivory. The exquisite delicacy of the 
carving is, in many instances, sur 
ptising; Indeed the talent of some of 
the artists entithes them to rank with 
genuine sculptors .... The ivory work 
of the Chinese, Japanese, and Indian 
is well carved and worked, and is in 
many respects very fine, but it is not 
comparable with the composition and 
elegance of execution of models by 
the best working sculptors of Dieppe." 
More than a century later, not much 
else about Dieppe ivery carving or its 
ivery pipes is known. 

Paradoxically, the Premch have 





written much about another tobacco 
implement, fa Ripe a Tatwec (the snutf 
rasp), particularly these of ivory pro- 
duced in Dieppe, but mary a word 
about what should be considered 
ao more fascinating abjer dart, the 
Ivory pipe. Perhaps rasps were more 
interesting baubles and pipes were 
less. appealing. of better records were 
maintained on the former. It was 
time to see what | could find in pub- 
lications from the country of origin. | 
comsulted Ercpclapeiiie die Tabac et ales 
Fomenrs (1975), the book of knowl. 
edge on everything tohaces, there is 
a section tiled “ivoiriers, dieppots, 
Les," but it's all about snuff rasps. 
1 checked several retrospective cata- 
logs published in conjunction with 
pipe exhibitions: nothing found in 
Le Tinbac. L’Art et lar Cortotsité, a Toa? 
exposition at le Musée Galliéra, Maris, 
or in L’Herie a lo Relte dons Art 
et dis UHistoire, a Selta-sponsored 
exhibit im that same year. In the ST, 
Dupant-sponsored 1976 exhibition at 
the Bibliothéque Forney, Paris, Trésovs 
et Histoire de la Pipe a Tabac, four ivery 
pipes from private collections were 
listed, but these were mot illustrated 
and too briefly described to reveal 
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anything noteworthy. There's one 
image of a Dieppe ivery pipe bowl in 
Lath. Rhein, Liter de fa Pipe (1978), 
but, aadly, no descriptive text. And 
no Dieppe ivary pipe is illustrated 
in Taivc Miroir ait Temps, a traveling 
Selita Museum, Maris, exhibit in 1980. 
A further check of several illustrated 
catalogs fram the Selita Museum, ard 
from the Callection of Haroness Alice 
de Rothschild at the Bibliotheque 
Municipale, Graise, France, revealed 
nothing useful about the several 
Dieppe ivory pipes in thelr respective 


collections. Na clues, no insight in 
my search so far. 

Sad is the fact that most pipe 
historian-authors—l, among them— 
save one Frenchman, have not given 
Meppe the recognition that it right- 
fully deserves. That one person was 
the late André Maul Bastien, author 
of Lo Mpe (1973). Briefly acknow!- 
edging the ivory industry of Dieppe, 
Bastien’s view, loosely translated, 
is: “In this production ... of the 
tobacco boxes and snuff rasps that 
are authentic masterpleces and af 
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the pipes richly wrought, the cus- 
tom spread among rich merchants 
and important dignitaries to offer 
a pipe as a gift.” Im his illustrated 
book on antiquarian tobacco when- 
sills, tes Objets dw Foneur (1971), 
Michel Belloncle dismisses the ivory 
pipe: “Et en ivoire sculpté (tuyau 
en deux parties), est une muultiqucde 
det petits peronnages.” (And in 
carved ivory [mouthpiece In two 
parté| is a multitude of small char- 
acters.) In Pierre Pavetom's Aatoar 
da Tabac (1988) appears a hand- 
somely sculpted ivary pipe attributed 
to the Lausanne, Switzerland, Pipe 
Museum, but my review of the book 
i Museo della Pipa di Losin, pes 
da Caen The Laasine Pipe Museu 
(1989) found oo such pipe Ulustrat- 
ed. In Eppe Ramazzotti and Bernard 
Mamy's IMpes ef Fumeurs de Pipes 
(1975), the grandest book of all time 
about antique pipes, one outstand- 
Ing Dieppe ivory pipe in a private 
collection is Ulustrated; it's a beauty, 
yet in his own words, Ramazzoittl, 
an author and expert pipe collector, 
considered ivory pipes merely "pipes 
insolites” (strange or unusual pipes): 

(Literally translatedi: Unusual 
and rare ivery pipe, the bowl of an 
eagle squatting: under the eagle, o 
hand holding a cormucopia attaches 
lo an ivory pipe stem carved with 
lovers and flowers, total length: 4 
cm, length of stem: 16 cm. Dieppe, 
France, eighteenth century. 

Seeking more definitive or, hope- 
fully, more substantive information, 
1 queried a few French collectors 
of antique pipes, and they were 
Unaware of any records as to who 
might have carved them or when 
they were carved. The Chiiteau- 
Musée de Dieppe retains more than 
LOUO ivary objects produced in the 
town and a typical carver's recon. 
structed workshop strewn with mlm- 
lature-like teols: files, gauges and 
saws, constant reminders of the 
town's ance-prospercus trade with 
Altica and of Its once-prosperous 
cottage industry. In August 2009, 
Pierre Ickowiez, the museum's con- 
servaieur en chef, wrote this to me: 
“lam sory to tell vou that the 
Museum does not hold any ivory 
pipes, but a lot of artefacts that have 


to do with tobacco: tobacce graters, 
boxes, snull boxes, etc.” 


An intellectual challenge 

Well, that's all | had found that the 
French wrote about thee pipes, so | 
looked to England's William Eragge, 
the most famous 19th century British 
antique pipe collector, He owned a 
Dieppe pipe complete with an sccom- 
panyving ivory stem ... a very rare fined, 
indeed. In his Bliietheca Nicutiart 
(LRBO} is the following catalog entry: 

France-Sévres (AL): [4_] Pipe, ivory: 
bowl, 6 4 in. high; female bust with 
lace collar, surmounted by follage 
of vine; am eagle's head below: stem 
carved im spirals; 29 in. long. 

It is evident that Bragge was a trifle 
confused: he noted Sevres, a center of 
French porcelain manufacture, rather 
than Dieppe, as the provenance. This 
is easily explained and excusable. 
With so litth background informa- 
tion then, as now, my mistortune— 
the misfortune of every pipe collector 
who admires and lusts for one of 
these masterpleces—ts that tt is impos- 
sible to preckeely of roughly date the 
execution af these bowls, given that 
Dieppe had been carving ivory since 
the mid-1400s and continued in an 
almest unbroken line. The ivary pipes 
that | have examined are not signed. 
il suspect that whether signed of not, 
an astute student of the Dieppe ivory 
trade might be able to attribute a pipe 
toa specific artist, but lam not one of 
these.) H. Baschet wrote in Netes avi 
Cherles, July-December 1857: “1 lived 
a few years in Dieppe, and was often 
in communication with ivory carvers 
af that Place, and am led te suppose 
that no record was ever Kept of any 
principal artists engaged in that pro- 
festion.” More than 50) years later, 
the names of a host of Dieppe ivory 
carvers appeared in George Frederick 
Kumnz's Jaw and the Efemtnet ie Agr, 
jan Arciaeniagy, and ln Solence (1916). 
Unfortunately, thelr individual skills 
and specialties are mot revealed in 
this book. 

There's a certain sameness to all the 
bowls Ulustrated iin this essay, and the 
reader may comclude that they may 
have been produced by the same mas- 
ter-carver. Perhaps. | certainly would 
not challenge this conclusion. The 
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mystery is why de all these bowls exhib- 
it this rather repetitive motif of a wom- 
an's head ... what i the symbolism? 
Who was she, what did she represent? 
Mythological figure, national heroine, 
woman of royalty, political activist, cru- 
sader, reformer, local personage! The 
answer was partially revealed, the mys- 
tery partially solved, in La Flew ate Mal, 
the catalog of an antiquarian tobacciana 
exhibition in Paris in 1944 hosted by 
the renowned Farisian antiques deales, 
a 4pecialist in maritime and toehacco 
Dominique Delalancde. His 
wiitten description of a Dieppe ivory 
bowl that was mot ilbostrated fit this 
lady near perfectly. Delalande claimed 
that the bowl was the artist's comoep- 


artitacts, 


tien of “Ariane, séductrice de Bacchus," 
the seductress of Bacchus |Achadne arc 
Dionysus in Greek), the daughter of 
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King Minos (celebrated in a painting by 
Titian, a ballet by Albert Roussel and on 
opera by Mlassemet). This seemed about 
fight ta me, and why should | ques- 
tion lt—the grapes, the vines and the 
leaves, similar to the customary dione 
wreathed and wrapped around the head 
ef the pipe bust of that bacchanalian 
oman pagan god of wine that has 
often been expressed in both meer- 
schaum and wood. Delalande knows 
his pipes, and he's the only person, so 
far, to posit an identity of the woman, 
but he offers mo opinion about the 
eagle's head. What had the creater(s) in 
mind? In Roman mythology the eagle 
wat the ensign of the Roman legion 
and a symbol of power, Then again, 
that head might not be of an eagle, but 
of a gryphon, the winged lion with an 
eagle's head: it too represented strength 





and valor. Here's my jocular stab at 
the link berween Ariane and the eaghe 
jor grvphon). Could the message have 
heen to smoke anc drink strong wine? 
Consume tobacco and legions of wine? 
Fight hard ... drink hard ... smoke hard? 
Mavhe the warning from King Soloman: 
“Wine is a mocker, strong drink is rag 
On @ 
story version goes—and it's a stretch, 
but it could be the link between Ariadne 


ing.” Mone Serbo mole, as one 


and the eagle je.g., fly like an eaglei—is 
leshua Benson's article on the Internet, 
The Myth of Ariadne: Ariadme was on the 
shores of Maso, mouming the los of 
Theseus, and Bacchus was flying around 
with satves and maenads when he hears 
her crying and falls in love with hes. 
The podsibilities are endless, amd it’s 
anyone's: guest, because the eaghe (or 
aryphant is auill open for discussien. 
But, mo matter if Delalande is wrong 
about the “wha,” the “what* is not in 
question: Her beauty is in the fine detail, 
the exacting and intricate fretwork, the 
delicately incised patterns, the myriad 
layers and the diminutive beat patterns 
and sprays ... this is mat mass proctuc- 
tion; this is distinctively individual art- 
istry, skill and dexterity personitied in a 
high-telief, three-dimensional, of cup 
ture-in-the-round, pipe bowl. 


Today's market 

Are ivory pipes in demand? They may 
not be of interest to pipe people, but they 
are to those who collect North American 
ethnographic art. To understand how 
some in the collector world value fvory 
pipes, | digress to highlight the American 
experience first with two examples. The 
Donald Ellis Gallery, Ontario, Canada, 
an exhibitor at the Winter 208 Antiques 
Show lin New York, had several high- 
relief carved Eskimea feory pipes for sale 
between $6000) and $12 5000. At Cowan's 
Auctions in Cincinnall, Ofio on 
Sept. 11, 2009, Lot Number %, “a Bering 
Sea Eskimo ivory Fipe, carved iim three 
hands of 
whales, loons, and whale tails: flared 
owl designed with hatch marks along 
tim; pipe finished with a four-faced fke- 
ure” had an estimate of S10,1KM) to 
S15 000), amd a starting bid of $8,000). lt 
sold for 89,500, or $11,162.50 with the 
buyer's premium. Pipes of this genre ... 


pleces: stem incised with 


and in this price range and much high- 
er—can be had from time to time. (in 


my recollection there has never been 
a Dieppe ivory pipe bowl at auction Lin 
the L4.) 

Croasing the Atlantic, the market sit- 
uation bé about the same. The tradition 
of this rare Dieppe art form is now bost, 
and with so few im circulation, when 
one appears at auction in sound condi- 
tion—a once-in-a-bhie-moon event—it 
commands a sky-high price; after all, 
they are national treasures. Four recent 
auction Lots prowe my point At Tajan, 
Paris, in April 2003, Lot 261, a beowl, 
although listed as a pipe, “Tipe sculp- 
tee en ivoire de Dieppe, XVID AVE" 
commanded £11,442. In May 2004, 
Chenu-Scrive-Kérard, Lyon, auctioned 
Lot 446, a bowl, “Une Pipe sculptée 
en iveire,” for €3,400. In April 2007, 
at Delorme Collin du Bocage, Maris, 
Lot 188, the bowl, sted as “Tres rare 
pipe de Mariage,” sold for £6,800) The 
most recent opportunity was on Sept. 
18, 2009, at Piasa, another Paris. auc- 
tion house. Ome of the 469 bots in the 
sale of the contents of Le Musée de la 
Seita—the once-Famcas museun on 
the Left Bank that began assembling its 
tobacciana collection in 1937 and shut- 
tered in 199(}—was, unquestionably, 
the most striking example for sale: Lot 
125, 6.57 inches in height, is loosely 
translated from: the catalog: 

Exceptional ivery pipe carved in 
the fom of a bust of a woman wear- 
ing ruff and lace collars, headdress a 
crown of vines and foliage: necklaces 
of pearls adorn her neck and her hair, 
the bowl ls continwed with a head of 
an eagle and the cover evokes a crown; 
the stem is decorated with fruit amd 
leaves. Beautiful workmanship. Dieppe, 
18th-19th Century. Height: 16.7 cm. 
Slight accidents and deficiencies. 

This lot estimate was 25 00-67 CHF 
fapprox, $7,400-$10,290 on the auc- 
tion date). So important was this auc- 
tion, and so spectacular was Lot 125 
that it was the only pipe Ulustrated in 
the Miasa auction announcement in the 
September 2000 besue of the month- 
ly magazine Beaux Ans. The finalized 
ptice of this rare specimen: €6,568, o6 
approximately $9, 70x)! 

As Olive Milne Rae, “Cd Dieppe 
Ivories” (The Commiiear. Volume XXL, 
May Aut, 1008) reported: “Today, of 
couse, the spirit of the nerve age does 
not exist. The shop windows of the 


quaint old town are filled with a profu- 
slon of carved ivery—cnucifixes, rosa- 
rles, tollet articles aind many other use- 
ful and ornamental things which are, 
however, of no particular excellence of 
workmanship. The carvers, nowadays, 
are simply artisans who turn out their 
works by the gross, copying with vary- 
ing degrees of precision the models 
before them: but in the old days they 
were artists of a very high order and 
consummate skill, as the specimens of 
their handiwerk in the litthe museum of 
Dieppe abundantly show.” According to 
“A French Watering-Place? (The Native 
A Weelly fouraal, Volume AV, From 


July 1 to Dec. 31, 1872): “Dieppe once 


wat famous for its ivery carvings; but 
the traditions of this art are lost, and iin 
the various bvery shops of the town you 
can now find only useful articles, which 
are pretty enough, but which have no 
artistic character." More than a cenbury 
later, in Susan Coolidge’s 144 fictional 
classic, Whur Katy Did Next, a visitor 
to Dieppe observed: “hvory wares are 
ene of the chief industries of Dieppe. 
There were cases Full, windows full, 
and counters full, of the most exquisite 
combs and brushes, some with elabo- 
mite monograms in silver and colours, 
and others plain; there were bowes amd 
caskets of every size and shape, orma- 
ments, fans, parasol handles, looking 
glasses, frames for pictures large amd 
small, almost all of which were for sabe 
of various articles in ivory,” but mot a 
pipe to be fotind in any case, window 
er commiber! 

Today, at least one individual, Jean 
Colette, a fourth-generation ivory 
craftsman, is working im Dieppe, amd 
his daughter, Colette Amnick-Fremont, 
is also carrying on the tradition, but | 
seriously coubt that either i¢ undertak- 
ing the daunting task of reproducing 
this once-famous bvory pipe, given the 
labor- and time-Lntensive effort required 
to finish a bowl and stem of equivalent 
luxury as was produced some 200-300) 
year ago. Moreover, in 1989, at the 
Convention om internathonal Trade in 
Endangered Species of Wildlife Fauna 
and Flora (CITES) meeting in Lausanne, 
Switzerland, 1145 countries decided to 
ban the international trade of teory in 
the hape of restoring elephant popula- 
tions to healthy lewels, so it's unlikely 
that anyone in Dieppe nowadays would 
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be crafting a pipe using elephant tusk. 

Whether readers are just keen to see 
a Dieppe ivory pipe in the flesh at some 
convenient opportunity, of eventually 
ohn one of these superlative creations, 
these few illhuetrations certainly offer a 
veritable delight for the eye, distinc- 
tive, spectacular art compositions that 
stem too grand, too imposing, too 
opulent to be common tobaeco ves 
sels. Given the difficulty of carving 
ivory, the obviows conclusion is that 
to carve the Dieppe pipe was a titanic 
achievement. Maybe these pipes were 
not meant bo be smoked, as Bastien had 
declared, and even if they were good 
smokers, which | doubt—the bowl is 
typically lined with clay and finished 
with metal telim—whal sane person 
would ewer consider lighting up ome 
of these beauties? This is a pipe better 
seen than smoked! They are in a class 
all thelr own; unlike their crede tory 
counterparts from Alaska, Siberia or 
Africa, they exude finesse, class, dex- 
terity, precision, detail, elegance -.. all 
the characteristics one demands and 
expects in an art object. And for this, 
we owe a debt of gratitude to one very 
special French tower! 

In my experienced opinion, the 
Dieppe ivery pipe is truly a luxurious 
uber art that would belong in the 
pipe hall of fame, if ever a pantheon 
for Internationally pre-eminent smok- 
lng utensils were established. To some 
ln the Feld of art, carving is sculpture, 
although the word sculpture is typically 
reserved for the great masters of art, 
while the word carver is assigned to 
these artists whe execute subordinate 
decorations. So, I'll grant that carved 
ivory objects are subordinate decora- 
tions, but these very masterworks have 
forever changed the generally accepted 
view about a pipe being a mere vesel 
for tobaceo. In closing, | would argue 
that in a compare-and-contrast situa- 
tion, if placed alongside any nuriber 
of other tobacco pipes, innespective of 
their age or country of origin—whether 
fine English briars, meerschaums fram 
Vienna's best carvers or Meissen por- 
celaing—the Dieppe ivory pipe evokes 
the title of the classic fairytale orig- 
inally written in 1740 by Madame 
Gabrlelle-Suzanne Barkot de Gallon de 
Villeneuve. The ivory pipe is the beauty 
.. aed all others the beast! MT 
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Classic English Pipes Direct From The Pipemaker 
Welt wow invicitiiar.cnn + Email info @inviciabrrs.oom 


Telephone: Ol ld4 05602 Go)RR 


Chicagoland International Pipe & Tobacciana Show 


The Chicageland Ioternational ipe & Tobacciana Show will 


te held May b4-15, 2011, at the Pheasant Rum Resort, 4041 
Fast Main $t., 4t. Charhes, IL a0174. Reservation telephone 
999.0919 of G30584 6000. Mention the 


show and ceceive a SPSCLAE Pees rat te. For mere informa 


nuuobers are 
tien, contact Craig Cobine at porsiicip, Hocom; or visit 
the show's website at wwe uclicagopipestaow.com. 
CORPS Pipe Show 

The 26th Annual CORPS (Conclave OF Richmond Fipe 
Smokers) fie Smokers’ Celebration and Exposition will be 
1, TO10, at the 


Holiday Inn Select-Roper South Conference Center, 1 (04 


held Friday, Get. 1, through Sunday, Chct. 


Midlothian Turnpike, Richmond, Va. Mention the CORPS 
of “pipe smokers” for special room rates. For more informa 
tian or to reserve a table, contact CORPS at Poa. Box 2464, 
Chesterfield, VA 24842; 


conclave corpipesmakersorg; 


phone: BOA 42.0761; e-miabl: 
website: www corpipesmokers. 


Greater Kansas City Pipe Club Show 
The lith annual Greater Kansas City Pipe Club Show will 
be held June 2627, 2010, at the BC) Expo Center, near to 


Hand Crafted Briar 


aeaw. jrinaldipipes.com 


the EC) airport. The hotel is the Holiday Inn next door to 
the RC] Expo Center. Contact the hotel at B16 AL Adie 
and mention the show for special rates. oth the Expo 
Center and Holiday Inn are nonsmoking, but there will be 
a tent outside for smoking with tables, chairs and a bar. 
There will be a buffet om Friday night, a Saturday night 
banguect and a Sunday smoking contest. Raffle prizes will 
te available on both days. Por additional information, 
visit the Greater Kansas City Pipe Club's website at www. 
gkcpipecteP.com, or contact Quinton Wells at 816.22 5_93006; 


e-mail: inte gkopipeciihcon. 
Milwaukee Pipe Show 

The Milwaukee Area Pipe Seciety (MAPS) will boost its 1th 
2010, at 


the Clarion Hotel and Conference Center, Airport, S411 


annual pipe show/swap on Saturday, June 149, 


Howell Avenue, Milwaukee, Wl S327. (oormtact the hotel 
at 414.481.2400 for reservations, mentioning the show for 
special room rates. Por complete show information, comtact 
the Milwaukee Area Pipe Soctety at P.O. Box ba, Elim Grove, 
Wl SA122-0174; website: woww.elwankeearenpipeseactety. 
comm, or contact Tom ielbowski at foeti wel. con. 
NASPC Show 

The annual North American Society of Pipe Collectors 
201% at the 


Ramada Hotel, 4900 Sinclair Road, Columbus, OH 43229. 


Show will be held on Saturday, Aug. 26 
Fhone the hotel at 477.09 606 and mention the NASPC 
Show to receive a special rrom rate. For show infor. 
P.O. Box GaaZ, 


44209; phone: &ld.dd6.375 1; e-mail: 


mation, contact Bill Unger at NASPC, 
Columbus, Ohic 


biemrspc org. 


West Coast Pipe Show 

The second annual West Coast Pape Show will be held Nov 
i=? J, at the Palace Station Hotel & Casing. Smerking 
will be allawed in the entire show area, including in the 
new smoking lounge incorporated into the ballsoom. There 
will also be a Friday night poker tournament hosted by the 
show committee. For West Coast Pipe Show room rates, 
contact the Palace Station Hotel & Casina at BOUL634.410): 
Web site: www polacestation.com. For table reservations 
and other information, contact Steve (O'Neill at 454 East 


404%) South, Lewiston, UT @4320; phone: 435.256.5421; 


email: sieve westcoastpipeslow.com; website: wow. 


Wes homast pes lea CORT. 





Pipes and tobaccos magazine PRIME Retailers 





Please patronize these P&T PRIME retailers—shops that have dedicated 


themselves to the service of discerning pipe smokers everywhere. 


ar PAPA reat 





4noetins.com 

WW ANE E LS conn 

40 Court St 
Middlebury, VP us 754 
BO Sa 1eoo 

BOO G4. 5126 


Al Fascia 

Wwe aru cot 
Via Toring 61 
20129 Milana, Italy 
+39.02 Bods 0507 
+3902 BGS Se 


Bisgaard Pipes 

wow Giga pes cork 
Jeppe Aakjers Vej 
B40) Ebeltatt 
Denmark 

445.0054. 1007 


Cigar & Tabac Lid. 
Be WW. 205th St 
Overland Park, KS 66212 
913.381 5597 


Cup O')oe's 

We cHmioes. conn 

95% State Rie. 9. Suite T 
Gaeensbury, WY 12804 
514.615.0107 

848.689. 6876 


Davicdus Cigars Ltd. 
(seven locations) 
Wh derided cee 
HOO O84 OF D0 


Davidus Cigars 

Glamond Crown Cigar Lounge 
2134 Generals Hwy. 
Annapolis, MO 21401 

4100 474.1212 


Davidus Cigars 

Diamond Crown Cigar Lounge 
140 Baltimore Naticnal 
Pike 

Filicott City, MD 21042 
410.480.4810 


Davidus Cigars 
LO1S West Patrick St 
Frederick, i 21702 
301662. 660K 


Davidus Cigars. 
Diamend Crown Cigar 
Lounge 

15022 Shady Grove Road 
Graithersburg, MD 20877 
S01 963 B40) 


Davidus Cigars 
Diamond Crown Clear 
Lownie 

3116 Ciney-Sandy Spring 
Reach 

Olney, MD 20842 

S01 26000788 


Bavidus Cigars 
Diamend Crown Cigar 
Lounge 

11632 Rockville Pike 
Rockville, MO 20e52 
201.881.1105 


Bavidus Cigars 
Giameand Crown Cigar 
Lounge 

#025 Fingerboard Road 
Urbana, MO 21704 
S01 BS 4.1100 


De La Concha 

bw ehcca coe 
1390 ath Awe. & 47th St, 
New York, N¥ 10019 
212-757 3167 

SRB CIGARUA 

(BRB 244.2704} 


Fader's (three locations) 
ew fadernotunc cnn 
BO0.9O9 3233 


Store Warehouse Location 
25 Allegheny Ave. 
Towson, MD 21204 
40087524555 


Valley Village Shopping 


Center 


9173 Reiterntown oad 
Cwvings Mill, MD 21117 
410.363.7799 


40 West Shopping Center 
728 North Rolling Road 
Catonsville, MO 21228 
410,744.90) 


Greentree Toehacoo Co. Ine. 


HW ereentreettuaccnd. aed 
137 Beg Harbor Road, P-2 
Sewell Ny QBUGo 
846.374.4010 


Habana Premium Smoke 
Shoppe 

wie. plpesdnidclgas conn 
Exclusive retailer of Seattle 
fipe Club Blends 

14537 Central Ave. 

Albany, MY 12205 
514.65), 1203 
BC A Ld 


Iwan Ries & Co. 
whew wanes con 
195. Wabash 
Chicago, IL ates 
BO 621 1457 


Just Por Him 

wee fusthin ide cone 
1334 East Battbedield 
Springfield, MO 65404 
417.886.8580 


Neat Pipes. 
We pes cont 
Via Hajech 2 
20129 Milana, Italy 
H0S9. 346.584.8452 


Park-Lane Tobacconist 
WH clarsaiidpl pes cont 
15 Park Ave. 

Clifton Park, NY 12065 
518.37 1.6ASH (aard) 


Payless Pipes 

WW parle ples cael 

20M Saint Chartes Ave., Bow 4 
New Orleans, LA 20170) 
Bob 747 A747 


Pipes 2 Smoke 

Win pies 2 antoke. cont 

AF? Riddelle Ave. #1721 
Toronte, Ontario Met Tee 
416.946.1358 

BBB.7 82.1410 


Pulvers Hriae 

pew pol peril cork 
Pa, Box 61145 

Palo Alta, CA 4406 
650965. 7408 


Quality Briar 

wwe Giarhitetinkn. con 
1303 Grafton St. 
Worcester, LA C1ath 
WIR STO Ae? 1 


Smoking pipes oom 
WW Sees cont 
2 East Hwy 90) 

Little River, 20 295.66 
#4528194 


‘The Briary Pipe & Tobacoo Shop 
bee Gener corde 

604 Gak Grove Road 
Homewood, AL 2520 

205 O49 SO 

BIT 427 42ey 


Up Down Cigar 
WWE Arc ge OO 
1550 North Wells 
Chicago, IL e610 
$12 437 8025 
SOO SA A606 


Uptown's Smoke Shap 
HAW Uo Wwils Cont 

WHI] Hillsksore lead 
Nashwille, TM 37215 
615.202.0576 

BRB .202.0576 


PARTING SHOTS 
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About The Briary 

You'll find southern hospitality and charm at J 
its best when you visit our vintage, fully restored 1899 farmhouse shop in Homewood, 

Alabama. Yankees are welcome. Enjoy a pipe in our smoking rom, relax in the 


ambience of The Beiary tnd browse our extensive pipe and tobacco selections. We'll 









treat you to a cup of coffee and some great conversation. The Briary, with more than 
55 years of staff experierice, serving discriminating pipe smokers everywhere, 


Wall come. 


Pipe by 
Clatdio Cavicehl 


Le ae o | VISIT OUR STORE 
f oe 609 Oak Grove Road 
arr Homewood, AL 35209 
We ao not have 


a catalog. 


Home of the best values in quality pipes, including Cavicchi, Northern Briars : CONTACT US 

and the superb handmade pipes of Birmingham carver Skip Elliott. Tel: 877-3BRIARY 
or 877-327-4279 

Visit our inventory at www.thebriary.com Fax: 205-942-9080 


Looking for the right pipe? 


It Does Exist ! 





